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NIGERIA.

REPORIT FOREHE YEAR “1919.

FINANCIAL.

The gross total of revenue, £4,959,428, exceeded that of 1918 by
£945,238, while the recurrent revenue exceeded that of the previous
year by no less than £864,752. The revenue for 1919 was the highest
on record.

For the purposes of a general comparison of revenue it is necessary
to go back to 1913 the last complete year of peace working. In that
year the revenue exclusive of the small Grant-in-Aid then payable
to the Northern Provinces was £3,362,507 or £1,467,140 less than that
actually received during the year under review. It should be borne
in mind that, although new sources of revenue were introduced in the
intervening period, the revenue of 1913 included a sum of approximately
£1,140,000 derived from import duties on trade spirits, a source of
revenue which no longer exists, owing to the prohibition of the
importation of these spirits.

Of the ten ordinary heads of revenue nine exceeded the estimate,
the principal excesses being customs, £542,137; railway, £90,254 ;
marine, £54,164 ; direct taxes, {44,374 ; and miscellaneous, £36,562.
The increased revenue under customs was largely due to increased
trade, but the change in money values accounted for a portion of the
increase in ad valorem duties (£103,443) while additional duties imposed
upon exports accounted for a portion of the increase (£210,693) under
export duties. The railway revenue rose mainly owing to increased
exports, while the rise under marine was due to the increased harbour
dues imposed on shipping and to the actual increase in the volume of
shipping in the port of Lagos. The increase (£44,374) in the direct
taxation levied in the Northern Provinces was due to improved collec-
tions, more accurate assessments and to the general prosperity in that
part of Nigeria.

The expenditure, which totalled £4,529,176 in 1919, exceeded that
of the previous year by £1,069,402, and exceeded the estimate by
£611,963. The principal excesses occurred under the heads railways
£217,454 ; miscellaneous, £189,167; marine, £161,157; FEastern
Railway construction. £58.778 ; Lagos Harbour Works, £28,716 ; and
militery, £24.672.
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The main causes of these excesses were (1) indents of 1918 not
executed until 1919 ; (2) increased cost of materials ; (3) war bonus
not provided for in the estimates, and (4) a loss of £21,654 incurred in
the sale of investments which had depreciated below the value at
which they were included in the assets. There were also amounts not
provided for in the estimates for war costs and gratuities, £47,025,
and in respect of the Abeokuta rising, £13,049.

The total unprovided expenditure on war costs, including gratuities,
from 1914 to the 31st December, 1919, amounted to £542,450 which
includes £98,456 contributed by the Native Administrations of the
Northern Provinces.

The balance sheet at the 31st December, 1919, shows a surplus of
£1,133,038, to which might be added the further sum of £1,883,873
advanced from revenue for the construction of the Eastern Railway
and which will be refunded to revenue in 1920. At the end of 1918
the funded debt stood at £8,470,593. In November, 1919, a new
loan of £6,200,000 was floated for the purpose of (1) redeeming
£4,425,000 5 per cent. four year Debentures due for redemption in
June, 1920, and (2) repaying to revenue advances made for the construc-
tion of the Eastern Railway. Part of the debentures were redeemed
in December, 1919, and the remainder will be paid off in June, 1920.
At the end of 1919 the funded debt stood, temporarily, at £11,997,118,
but when the transactions in connection with raising the new loan and
paying off the old are complete it would amount to £10,245,593 to
which would be added the cost of raising the new loan.

The surplus funds belonging to the Native Administrations in the
Northern Provinces amounted to £486,653 on the 31st December, 1919,
as compared with £321,842 at the end of 1918 ; £57,390 of these balances
is invested in England.

The total revenue and expenditure of these Native Administrations
for the last two years have been as follows :—

Revenue. Expenditure.
£ £
1918 5 = .. 492,663 353,296
1919 1% i .. 536,007 382,726

The revenue and expenditure of the Native Administrations in the
Southern Provinces were approximately :

Revenue. Expenditure.
£
1918 o B 5 103,649 98,155
1919 5 o S 142,215 107,900

TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES.
Imports and Exports.

The total value of the imports during 1919 (exclusive of specie)
was £10,798,671 as compared with £7,423,158 in 1918. As in the
previous year this increase in the value of imports was largely due to
the enhanced prices of commodities.

(2087) Wt.29921/587 3/21 1250 & 90 Harrow.
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l 1918. 1919.
Article. | -

, Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.

| £ £
Bread and Biscuits Somcwit, 1 659 2,933 1575222, 77,438
Fish 5 g s e 15793 3,683 7,728 17,300
Grain and Flour 53 el 11,300 24,748 62,487 130,693
Kola Nuts 5 centals. | 133,445 197,958 162,701 236,848
Salt B e e CWI: 1 695,262 311,752 | 1,095,507 510,839
Spirits: =% .. gall. at 100° ‘ 106,000 163,616 75,000 99,739
Tobacco, Cigars, etc. .. S — 297,368 — 631,531
Kerosene, etc. .. imp. gall. ‘ 1,615,960 93,697 | 2,069,353 159,917
Wood and Timber sup. feet 877,588 22,687 | 1,320,706 41,190
Apparel = 5 A — 109,159 — 135,354
Coopers’ Stores .. =2 pa — 1,024,622 — 917,896
Hardware, etc. .. = B 169,313 — 295,670
Furniture 3 o el — 31,091 —_ 51,040
Iron, Steel and Manufactures |

thereof. . 55 .. toms | — 139,535 9,972 405,791

Machinery o — 68,734 — 166,680
Soap S A cwt. ‘ 57,339 129,337 60,315 151,115
Cotton Piece Goods 3% b —- 2,804,379 — 3,262,933
Textile : Silk Manufactures .. 1 101,237 38,079 123,786 92,010
Textile : Woollen Manufactures 74,083 21,499 102,338 40,321
Bags and Sacks .. eendoz: 243,488 250,023 559,317 580,338

The outstanding feature in the return is, again, the diminution
in the importation of spirits. Only 75,000 gallons were imported in
1919. In 1910 the importation was 1,974,000 gallons. In 1913 the
value of spirits imported, including duty, was over £1,500,000 : in
1919 it was £99,739, notwithstanding that the duty on spirits was
higher than in the former year and the cost of the spirits had con-
siderably increased. The value of imports from the British Empire
increased from £7,354,327 in 1918 to £10,400,703 in 1919. Foreign
goods were valued at £1,615,129 as against £964,071 in 1918. The
United States of America shows an increase of £671,268.

The total value of the exports (exclusive of specie) amounted to
£14,675,789 in 1919 as compared with £9,511,971 in 1918, and was
higher than in any previous year in the history of Nigeria.

The following is a comparative table of the principal articles of
export \—

1918. 1919.
Article. .
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. | Value.
£ £
Benneseed 43 T ston 42 696 57,074 53,541
Cocoa = = o CWES 204,382 235,870 514,225 | 1,067,675
Cotton Lint a5 e cwit: 13,214 97,399 60,221 484,745
Cotton Seed 56 i ton 405 15,412 — 5
Corn and Maize .. e OWit 8,098 3,696 352 199
Rubber .. o % 1b. 352,504 19,667 892,081 43,903
Hides and Skins A = — 293,019 — 1,262,140
Timber (Mahogany) No.of Logs 9,016 68,480 8,516 116,820
Shea Products .. = ton 126 4,884 1,729 37,222
Tin Ore” .. s e = 8,294 | 1,770,003 7,685 | 1,324,074
Palm Oil .. 25 = 5 86,425 | 2,610,448 100,967 | 4,245,893
Palm Kernels .. 5 2 205,167 | 3,226,306 216,913 | 4,947,995
Ground Nuts .. i = 57,554 920,137 39,334 698,702
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The exports to France and French Possessions increased in value
from £79,082 in 1918 to £433,032 in 1919. The exports to the United
States of America rose from £571,201 in 1918, to £1,671,437 in 1919,
and the value of exports to the United Kingdom and British Possessions
increased from /8,844,880 in 1918 to £12,497,054 in 1919. The increase
in the value of exports to foreign countries is accounted for by the
removal of the restrictions in force during the War.

Total imports and exports for the last three years, exclusive of
specie, were i—

Imports. Exports. Total.
£ £ £
1917 5o 3 5,808,592 8,602,486 14,411,078
e s = 7,423,158 9,511,971 16,935,129
1919 .. .. 10,798,671 14,675,789 25,474,460

"The imports and exports of specie for the same period were :—
Imports. ~ Exports.

= £ £
1917 s & .. 1,724,143 125,384
1918 3 i i 895,240 52,888
1919 i ok v 1217161 50,456

The value of the exports, excluding specie, has exceeded that of the
imports by £3,877,118 in 1919.

From 1900 to 1918 the imports of specie have always exceeded the
exports, except in 1915, when the imports were less than the exports by
£681,345. This was due in a measure to the repatriation of worn
Victorian coins. The absorption for the last five years has been
£83,465,075 (including Currency Notes).

Mines.

Northern Provinces.—88 Tin Mining Companies continued operations
during the year, and held at the end of the year—

3 Lode Mining Leases .. et 84-66 acres.
478 Alluvial Mining Leases. . .. 85,518-143 ,,

4 Stream Mining Leases .. 5 6,346 yards.
622 Mining Rights 841,099 ,,

116 Exclusive Prospecting .I;icenc;aé 383-487 sq. miles.

8,168 tons of tin ore were .won in 1919 as compared with 8,434
tons in 1918, 8,314 tons in 1917, 8,186 tons in 1916, 6,910 tons in 1915,
and 6,143 tons in 1914. The total output for the year gives an average
of 1-37 cwt. an acre of land held under Alluvial Leases, Stream Leases
and Mining Rights. The average price of metallic tin in London
market was £243 7s. 6d. a ton.

The average number of persons employed by the Mining Companies
during the year was 218 Europeans and 22,289 natives, and of the -
latter about 611 were employed on prospecting work. The number
employed on actual mining shows an increase as compared with the
preceding year of, approximately, 582.

Gold mining operations have been continued near Minna in the
Nupe Province, and 319 ounces of gold have been won. This gold is
all alluvial from river washings, nothing further having been done on
known small gold-bearing stringers of quartz.

Southern Provinces—The Nigerian Proprietary Company continued
their mining operations in the Calabar Province during the year.
Prospecting has been carried out in the Ogoja Province and several
applications for exclusive prospecting licences have been made.

(208/) B
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Colliery.

The output from the commencement has been as follows, and future
prospects are excellent :—

1916 .. e = o 24,500 tons.
1917 o 0 55 83,405 ,,
1918 .. = o o 148,214 ,,
1919 .. X 25 2 137,844 ,,
Total = o 393,963 - ,,

The greater part of this coal has been used for the railway and for
other Government services, the balance being sold for bunkering ships
visiting Port Harcourt and a certain amount to the Sierra Leone
Government. Owing to labour difficulties the output this year was
not as high as anticipated.

Agriculture.

Northern Provinces.—The ginnery of the British Cotton Growing
Association at Zaria has been enlarged and is now capable of a maximum
output of 1,000 bales a week. The average output in the past has
been 300 bales a week. The season was above the average for crops
in general. A late shower in October was highly beneficial to the
cotton crop, which promises to be a record one.

The cultivation of American long-staple cotton, to the exclusion
of all other varieties, has spread over the entire Zaria Province and over
a considerable area in the Province of Kano. The seed distribution
amounted to 595 tons compared with 311 tons in 1918. The price
offered for seed-cotton was 3%d. per Ib. as against 23d. in 1918.

The ground-nut crop both as regards quantity and price is likely
. to eclipse all previous records, though this trade is considerably
hampered by the inability of the railway to deal with the produce
offering, owing to shortage of locomotives and rolling stock.

Steady progress has been made with experimental tobacco cultiva-
tion at Ilorin, but it is as yet too soon to say whether tobacco-growing
for export will develop into an important local industry.

Cattle disease was prevalent over a wide area and resulted in a high
mortality. Efforts were made to control the disease by segregation.

Southern Provinces.—Deficient rainfall and a severe harmattan
caused all crops to suffer in varying degrees the precipitation at the
Agricultural Headquarters, Ibadan, was 45-38 inches, which is 4-98 in.
or about 10 per cent. below the average rainfall for the preceding nine
years. Thus the upward tendency of food prices of the preceding few
years has been maintained.

The unfavourable season caused the output of the cocoa gardens
and cotton farms to be smaller than was expected. Owing, however,
to the high prices ruling during the year the crops picked were larger
than usual, very little discrimination being shown with regard to the
quality of the beans offered for sale. High prices have not caused
greater care to be bestowed upon the cultivation of the cocoa-trees or
upon the preparation of the crops for market. A premium of 7s. 6d.
per cwt. was paid by European firms for properly fermented cocoa ;
but so long as cocoa-beans of almost any quality continued to find a
ready market, this additional payment was not regarded by the average
farmer as sufficient to recoup him for the additional care and labour
which were necessary in order to earn it. The importance of the cocoa
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industry in Nigeria is steadily increasing. The exports of this crop
during 1919 amounted to 25,711 tons, a quantity five times as great
as that exported in 1914, while their value exceeded a million sterling.
Indeed, the shipments of this product in 1919 were larger than the whole
quantity exported in the two preceding years, although both these
years showed large increases. Demonstrations of the correct methods
of fermenting cocoa were given to farmers in the Oyo and Abeokuta
Provinces by a native instructor during the year.

Cotton is quickly regaining the importance it possessed as an export
before the War, notwithstanding the set-back it received in the previous
year through unfavourable weather. The purchases amounted to

'12,520,231 1b. as compared with 16,323,858 Ib. in 1914 ; and the

number of bales of 400 Ib. exported was 8,598. Little crushing of seed
was done, owing to the deterioration of the crushing machinery for
want of repairs and renewals during recent years.

The operations of the Agricultural Department for encouraging
the growing of Georgia cotton were exténded from Meko and Iseyin
to Aiyetoro and the district between Moor Plantation and Adio, and
that Department distributed 27 tons of the seed of this kind in those
districts. About 40 acres of Georgia cotton were grown at Moor
Plantation Agricultural Station in the season 1918-1919, and 26,963 1b.
of seed-cotton giving 8,747 lb. of lint, or 22 bales were obtained.
Information so far available shows that 15 of these bales were sold in
Liverpool, giving a net return (after deducting expenses of the whole
shipment) of £416 8s.; the price obtained for the cotton was 19-43d.
per 1b. Samples of this cotton sent to the Imperial Institute were
classed by brokers in Liverpool with “ fair ” American and valued at
about the price at which it was sold. Figures are available for the
yield from a similar area sown at Moor Plantation in the next season,
1919-1920 : the outturn of seed-cotton was 27,421, and of lint 8,304 1b.
the yield of seed-cotton per acre (662 1b.) being higher than the previous
highest, namely, that of the preceding season when it was 650 Ib. per
acre ; but the yield of lint was lower: 200-204 1b. as against 211 Ib. per
acre in 1918-1919, the lint percentage having fallen from 32-4 to 30-3.

The distribution of native cotton seed by the British Cotton Growing

* Association on behalf of the Agricultural Department amounted to

1,010 tons ; but difficulties of transport prevented this quantity from
being made completely available to farmers. At the beginning of the
year the prices offered for native seed-cotton were those ruling at the
end of 1918, namely, 21d. per Ib. at the Ginneries and Merchants’ stores
on the railway, 2d. at Meko and 2,%d. at Merchants’ stores at Oyo ;
whilst those for Georgia were 22d. at the Ginneries, 24d. at Meko and
Oyo, and 2,%d. at Iseyin. These prices were increased by one half-
penny for native and one penny for Georgia, in 1919. Since the
beginning of 1915 the price given by the British Cotton Growing
Association at the Ginneries for native cotton has steadily increased ;
at the end of 1919 it was 214 per cent. more than in 1915. The price
for Georgia cotton since the end of 1916 has increased by 75 per cent.

The restriction of the activities of the Agricultural Department
for want of staff still continued ; the work in the Eastern and Central
Divisions suffered most, for it was possible to station an agricultural
officer at Calabar or Onitsha for a few weeks only in the whole year.
The encouragement of the growing of foodstuffs was, however, continued

(2087) B 2



