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F I N A N C I A L . 

The total revenue collected amounted to £1,387,975, exceeding 
the amount estimated by £34,414, but showing a decrease of 
£71,579 as compared with 1907. 

The actual figures for the year, show an increase in the total 
receipts over the Estimates for 19(J8 of £34,414, but this result 
is due to the extraordinary receipt £85,376, representing the 
re-adjustment from loan funds of the amount paid in 1907 from 
sxirplus balances for railway construction. Otherwise, the 
shortage would have been £50,962. This deficit is due to the 
shrinkage in Customs receipts in the Central and Eastern 
Provinces owing to:(a) Ordinance,No, 3.of 1908 having placed on 
the free list the following articles:—rice, provisions, sugar, 
& c , which involved a sacrifice of £20,917; (b) smaller importa­
tions of dutiable articles; and (c) an over-estimate in Postal 
Revenue and Railway Receipts. The other heads of revenue 
justified or exceeded anticipations. 

The following statement shows the receipts under each head 
of revenue compared with those for the preceding year: — 

Head of Revenue. 1907. Increase. Decrease. 

Customs duties . . . . . . . . . 
Harbour and lighting dues 
Licences, &c. ... .,. ... 
Fees of Court, &c 
Postal Revenue . . . ... . . . 
Rent of Government properties... 
Interest . . . »»• •»» . . . 
Miscellaneous * 
Railway and tramway . . . . . . 
Land sales . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . . . . . . 

1,014,583 J 1,178,193 
,947 

18,280 
70,584 
9,872 
2*068 

30,470 
92,478 

144,699 
2,994 

1,812 
17,497 
79,380 

8,196 
1,932 

15,129 
8.329 

148,234 
852 

1,387,975 | 1,459,551 

135 
783 

1,676 
136 

15,341 
84,149 

2,142 

104,362 

103,610 

8,796 

3,535 

175,941 

The receipts from Cxistoms duties amounted to 73*1 per cent, 
of the revenue received from all sources. The receipts from 
specific duties totalled £863,609, compared with £994,130 in 
1907, while ad valorem duties amounted to £150,974, compared 
with £184,063 in 1907. The following are the percentages of 
duty derived from the principal articles on which duties of 
customs are levied : — 

Per cent. £ 
Spirits 68 ... 691,000 
Cotton goods 9*6 .. . 98,000 
Tobacco, unmanufactured . . . 7*8 .. . 79,000 

The actual expenditure for the year met from revenue 
amounted to £1,357,763, as against £1,217,337 in 1907; while 
further expenditure, chargeable to loans (railway construction, 
<S|c.), amounted to £852,517, compared with £296,872 in 1907. As 
regards loan expenditure, the sum of £669,363 was expended on 
railway extension, and £121,471 on other works, whilst £61,683 
was expended in connexion with raising the 1908 loan. The 
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total sum expended on railway construction to the 31st December, 
1908, was £2,657,885. 

The total loans raised to 31st December, 1908 (£5,000,000), 
realised £4,797,665, from which total expenditure to same date 
had been incurred amounting to £2,680,052, leaving £2,117,613 
available for future expenditure, subject to amounts advanced 
to Northern Nigeria on account of the Baro-Kano Railway. 

The following statement shows the amount spent from each 
head of expenditure during the year 1908, compared with the 
preceding year: — 

Head of Expenditure. 

Payments. 

January to 
December, 1907. 

January to 
December, 1908. 

Increase. Do create. 

Charge on Account of 
Public Debt. 

Pensions and Gratuities 
Governor's Office 
Colonial Secretariat 
Political and Adminis­

trative. 
Judicial . . . 
Legal and Registration... 
Treasury and Customs . . . 
Postal 
Telegraphs 
Audit 
Printing 
West African Frontier 

F o r c e , S o u t h e r n 
Nigeria Regiment. 

Volunteer Force... 
Marine 
Civil Police 
Prisons , 
Forestry ... 
Agriculture 
Medical 
Sanitary 
Native Affairs 
Education 
Surveys 
Mineral Surveys... 
Lands . . . . . . . . . 
Laboratory 
Rent 
Charitable... 
Transport.., 
Contribution to Northern 

Nigeria. 
Miscellaneous Services . . . 
Public Works Department 
Roads Construction 
Works acd Buildings 

Annually Recurrent. 
Roads and Bridges Annu­

ally Recurrent. 
Railway , 
Tramway 
Carter and Denton Bridges 
Works and Buildings Ex­

traordinary. • 
Roads and Bridges Ex-

traoidinary. 
Telegraphs Extraordinary 
Marine Extraordinary . . . 

Total . . . 

£ s, d. 
70,345 0 1 

12,224 0 1 
7.210 4 5 
9,561 12 11 

08,813 11 1 

9,744 
2,077 

34,29iJ 
12,279 
15,440 
5,714 
7,002 

12 
3 
9 

14 
0 

10 
2 

100,297 17 

11 
9 
0 
9 
1 
4 
4 
1 

1,084 1 11 
124,470 3 9 
35,132 7 8 
23,503 9 2 
20,722 l i 6 

48,250 
3,610 

20,212 
10,038 
8,587 
1,113 
5,753 

039 
1,505 

354 
58,840 
71,250 

0 
9 
0 
0 

10 
19 

2 
3 

17 
2 
0 
0 

11 
10 
2 
0 
1 
2 
9 
5 

11 
5 
0 
0 

20,004 11 1 
34,170 2 4 

3,040 8 11 
30,400 15 1 

5,732 7 2 

74,997 4 4 
1,032 18 1 
1,250 5 5 

07,587 18 8 

05,743 10 5 

17,714 19 0 
01,019 4 1 

1,217,336 17 6 

£ $. d. 
112,939 4 9 

13,475 10 7 
9,189 12 4 

12,801 13 7 
71,868 1 3 

9,759 0 1 
3,084 14 3 

39,806 19 3 
12,110 13 10 
21,249 17 2 

6,308 4 3 
9,431 19 7 

98,089 19 5 

1,780 
118,780 
37,915 
29,280 

9,909 
8,204 

55,193 
4,460 

20,303 
20,325 

9,000 
2,095 

26,302 
038 

2,103 
300 

02,597 
70,000 

0 11 
10 9 
13 10 
4 1 
0 2 

18 7 
10 7 
18 t 

3 9 
2 2 
7 2 
7 0 
8 8 
8 9 

12 8 
17 2 
12 1 
0 0 

24,277 19 5 
37,288 0 9 

5,817 0 11 
38,511 19 0 

10,138 8 1 

101,224 9 11 
1,939 10 7 
1,183 8 3 

142,542 7 8 

57,102 4 3 

17,937 12 4 
20,433 19 2 

1,357,763 3 7 

£ s. d. 
42,693 16 8 

1,251 10 0 
1,979 7 II 
8,240 0 8 
3,044 10 2 

14 13 2 
407 10 0 

6,572 10 3 

5,801* 17 1 
053 7 11 

2,8*19 27 3 

702 6 0 

2,783 0 2 
5,720 14 11 

8,204 18 7 
0,943 3 8 

940 8 3 
151 3 7 

3,«80 10 2 
602 17 1 
981 7 10 

19,009 5 U 

597 14 9 

3,75 L 5 7 

4,213 8 4 
3,112 4 6 
2,170 18 0 
2,051 4 5 

4,400 0 11 

20,227 6 7 
300 12 0 

44.951 9 0 

222 13 4 

209,249 11 1 

£ 8. d. 

103 0 11 

1,007 17 8 

5,095 7 0 

10,753 11 3 

. 0 14 8 

• 53 5 3 

1,250 0 0 

72 17 2 

8,041 0 2 

40,695 4 11 

08,823 6 0 
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The following statement shows the total revenue and expendi­
ture for the last five years: — 

Be venue. Expenditure, 
£ £ 

1904 . . . . . . . . . 888,136 863,917 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 

961,748 998,564 
1,088,717 1,056,290 
1,459,554 1,217,337 
1,387,975 1,357,763 

The excess of assets over liabilities on 3lst December, 1908, 
was £662,550, which is £30,212 more than at the close of 1907. 

The banking business of the Government is transacted by the 
Bank of British West Africa, under an agreement entered into 
in 1894. This agreement, however, applies only to Lagos, and 
equal facilities are still lacking in the Central and Eastern 
Provinces. The competition introduced into the banking busi­
ness in Lagos, by the establishment of a branch of the Bank of 
Nigeria, has proved beneficial to Government and the mercantile 
community. 

T K A D E . 

Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1906 
1907 
1908 

»«. 

X 
2,847,318 
3,839 339 
4,046,572 

2,950,392 
3,863,332 
3,335,911 

£ 
5,797,710 
7,702,671 
7,382,483 

The above figures do not include either specie or Porto Novo 
transit goods and produce. They do, however, include Govern­
ment importations, and goods and produce passing through the 
Central Province to or from Northern Nigeria. 

The average total imports and exports, as above, compared 
with the periods 1900-2 and 1903-5 were as under: — 

£ 
1900-2 3,993,000 (excluding specie). 
1903-5 4,941,000 
1906-8 .. . 6,960,000 

say, four, five, and seven millions sterling, respectively. Up to 
1904, Porto Novo transit goods and produce were included in 
the Customs returns, and, consequently, the averages shown for 
tile first two periods represent a portion of the trade of Dahomey 
as well as Nigeria. 
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Government imports during 1908 were, approximately, half a 
million sterling more than in 1907, the figures for each year 
being: — 

£ 
1907 . . . 298,616 (excluding specie). 
1908 ... 784,263 

The increase is mainly due to the larger shipments of railway 
material which entered the Colony consequent upon the extension 
of the Lagos Railway and the construction of the Baro-Kano line. 

Deducting Government imports and exports for each of the 
last two years, the following figures show the purely commercial 
inward and outward shipments of Nigeria, viz., Northern and 
Southern together:— 

Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1907 ... . . . . . . 
1908 . . . * •» . . . 

£ 
3,540,724 
3,262,309 

£ 
3,862,976 
3,334,175 

£ 
7,403,700 
6,596,484 

With regard to the Northern Nigeria imports and exports, a 
record showing the value of goods and produce entering or 
leaving Northern Nigeria vi& Idah, on the boundary has been 
kept since 1906. From this return it appears that (exclusive of 
specie) the Northern Nigeria commercial imports and exports for 
each year were, approximately, as follows: — 

Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

1907 . . . . . . . . . 
1908 in . . . . . . 

£ 
218,000 
186,000 

£ 
211,000 
240,000 

£ 
429,000 
426,000 

In passing, it may be noted that the exports of tin from 
Northern Nigeria, as cleared at Forcados, are £55,000 more than 
in 1907. This increase, however, does not counterbalance the 
heavy shortage in Northern Nigeria rubber, which was declared 
at Idah as of the value of £91,000 in 1907, against only £33,000 
in 1908. * 

Allowing for the Northern Nigeria figures as above, the fol­
lowing are found to be the net commercial imports and exports 
of Southern Nigeria: — 

Year. Imports. 

» 

| 
Exports. *l 

v Total. 

1907 . . . . . . . . . 
1908 . . . . . . ... 

£ 
3.322,000 
3,076,000 

£ 
3,652,000 
3,094,000 

£ 
6,974,000 
6,170,000 
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These figures do not include either specie, Government im­
portations, Northern Nigeria goods and produce, or Porto Novo 
transit goods and produce, and, therefore, fairly represent the 
net trade of SotUhem Nigeria. 

It will be observed from the above figures that, taking Southern 
Nigeria commercial imports and exports together, there was a 
decrease of £804,000 in 1908 as compared with 1907, but it must 
be remembered that, owing largely to abnormally high produce 
prices, 1907 was a phenomenal year for trade in Southern 
Nigeria, the total gross imports and exports rising from 
£5,800,000 in 1906, which was the best previous year, to 
£7,700,000 in 1907. 

In 1908 prices for the large staple exports dropped heavily, 
the average depreciation on palm produce, as compared with 
1907, being 17 per cent., witli a break of almost 30 per cent, in 
cocoa and rubber. Bearing this fact in mind, it is gratifying 
to note that the total value of our Southern Nigeria exports fell 
by a little over 15 per cent. only. The following were the 
average values of produce in 1908 and 1907: — 

1908. 1907. 
£ s. d. £ *. d. 

Palm oil 25 8 6 30 1 0 
Palm kernels 13 11 0 16 15 0 
Rubber (Lagos lump) .. . 0 1 8 0 2 3f 
Cocoa .. . . . . . . . 2 15 9 3 19 0 

In addition to the heavy decline in values of oil, kernels, 
rubber, and cocoa in the European markets, the year under 
review suffered from the effects of short rainfall towards the end 
of 1907, which adversely influenced some of the 1908 crops, and 
in particular rendered the cotton harvest a comparative failure. 

Reduced value of exports naturally lowers the purchasing 
power of the natives, but it will be noted that whilst the Southern 
Nigeria commercial exports in 1908 dropped by £558,000, the 
commercial imports were only £246,000 below 1907. The prin­
cipal shortage in imports was in spirits, £53,000, and cotton 
goods, £46,000 (after deducting the Northern Nigeria imports 
in both years). With regard to spirits, it is to be noted that the 
greatest falling away was seen in the Eastern Province, there beirig 
613,000 gallons less imported into that Province than during the 
previous year. The Central Province reduced its imports of spirits 
by 232,000 gallons, and the Western by 73,000 gallons. It is 
generally believed that the Eastern Province merchants were 
more heavily overstocked with spirits, cotton goods, and other 
large lines of trade at the end of 1907 than those in the other 
provinces, and that, consequently, shipments in 1908 had to be 
curtailed. Imports of cotton goods in the Eastern Province were 
£73,000 short, and there was a deficiency of £18,000 in the 
Central (after allowing for Northern Nigeria goods). In the 
Western Province, however, the imports of Manchester goods 
wefe £45,000 in excess of 1907, but, from data supplied by a 
number of the Lagos merchants at the end of the year, it is 
believed that Western Province stocks of cottons had increased 
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during the year by £30,000 to £40,000. Still, even allowing 
for this, it is reassuring to find that the old Lagos province, with 
its better transport facilities and untied markets, actually con­
sumed as large a quantity of cotton goods in 1908 as during the 
previous year (say, £530,000), notwithstanding the greatly 
reduced value of its exports. 

Deducting Government imports and Northern Nigeria goods 
and produce, the following were the net imports and exports for 
each province in 1908, as compared, with 1907: — 

Imports. Exports. Total. 

1908. 1907. 1908. 1907. 1908. 1907. 

Western 
Central 
Eastern 

£ 
1.464,992 
'631,834 
979,483 

£ 
1,407,270 

687,998 
1,227,456 

£ 
979,408 
792,662 

1,322,105 

£ 
1,360.544 

740,226 
1,551,206 

£ 
2,444,400 
1,424,496 
2,301,588 

£ 
2,767,814 
1,428,224 
2,778,662 

Total 3,076,309 3,322,724 3,094,175 3,651,976 6,170,484 6,974,700 

The Central Province returns had the benefit of a quantity of 
Southern Nigeria oil and kernels to the value of over £30,000, 
which had been held back from the previous year owing to low 
water in the Niger. Allowing for this, however, the exports 
from that province show up far better than either the Western 
or Eastern, and it would appear as if the clearing of waterways 
had already resulted in an appreciable quantity of produce being 
worked which had before been neglected. Kernels, for example, 
show a net increase on the year of over 3,000 tons, after allowing 
for Northern Nigeria produce in both years, and also for the 
Southern Nigeria kernels held bp.ck from 1907. There was also 
an increase of £19,000 in the value of mahogany shipped from 
the Central Province. 

Stocks of duty-paid goods in the merchants' stores fluctuate 
from time to time and fallaciously affect both revenue and im­
port figures as representing actual consumption in any single 
year. And values of exports, unless taken in conjunction with 
quantities, also give a misleading impression, iiut in the bulk 
of its exports of staple produce, as distinct from the value, we 
have a sound index as to the Colony's productiveness, and in this 
respect the output of 1908 may be regarded with satisfaction, 
bearing in mind the unfavourable climatic conditions in the 
latter months of 1907. In this connection an extract from the 
Trade Report for 1907 represented the position as follows: — 

" The average rainfall at the fifteen stations in the Colony 
and Protectorate from which complete returns are available 
was for the whole year 68'GG inches in 1907, as compared 
with 77'6 in 1906. The shortage is most pronounced in the 
Central and Eastern Provinces, where there was a very 
marked deficiency from August on to the end of the year, as 
will be seen from the following returns: — 
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Rainfall—August to December. 

Benin City . . . 
Sapele 
Forcados . . . . . . . . . 
Calabar 
13ende •«» . . . . . . .** 
Bonny . . . . . . 
Asaba . . . . . . . . . 

" One would imagine that the 1908 crop could scarcely fail 
to be adversely affected by the above shortage, and that a 
reduced output of palm produce must be expected." 

The following quantities of the principal Southern Nigeria 
products were exported in the last two years: — 

1906. 1907. 
Inches. Inches. 
6250 22-44 
6175 1616 
4795 25-46 
73-74 . . . 45-89 
40-58 24-95 
7139 48-36 
30-40 13-62 

Of which 
Northern 
Nigeria 

contributed. 

1907. 

Palm kernels . . . Tons 
Palm oil . . . Galls. 
Rubber . . . . . . Lbs. 
Lint cotton ... .) 
Cocoa . . . ... „ 
Maize . . . . . . Tons 

136,558 
18,328,896 
1,222,203 
2,294,356 
3,060,609 

15,528 

Total 
Exports. 

133,630 
18,332,531 
2,843,823 
4,089,530 
2,089,226 

9,891 

Of which 
Northern 
Nigeria 

contributed. 

2,303 
509 

1,187,588 
397,915 

Nil 
Nil 

Five-sixths of the Southern Nigeria exports consist of the 
produce of the palm tree, and the following average exports for 
periods of three years since 1900 are of interest: — 

Average 1900-2 . . . 
1903-5 . . . 
1906-8.. . 

Oil. 
Gallons. 

16,534,000 
15,192,000 
17,564,000 

Kernels. 
Tons. 

110,742 
126,834 
127,842 

Porto Novo transit oil and kernels were included up to 1904, 
and of course unduly inflated the averages for the two earlier 
periods shown, more especially in palm kernels, which were pass­
ing through from Dahomey at the rate of 10,000 to 15,000 tons 
per annum. Notwithstanding the Lagos Railway, there is more 
likelihood of a large increase in the export of palm produce from 
the Central and Eastern Provinces within the next few years than 
from the Western, where most of the trees within easy access are 
worked. As pointed out in previous reports, there is an enor­
mous quantity of kernels still untouched, and at a low estimate 
it may be safely assumed that half a million sterling's worth 
oi this produce is not worked each year in the Eastern Province 
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alone. Government has, during the year under review, been pur­
suing exhaustive enquiries regarding the best means of fostering 
and developing the palm produce industry, and is still engaged 
thereon. 

Eubber appears to be a rapidly decaying business, the total 
shipments (Northern and Southern Nigeria together) being little 
more than a third of the quantity exported in 1906. Deducting the 
Northern Nigeria rubber which came through in each of the last 
two years, we find that the Southern production in 1908 was 
713,000 lbs. only, as compared with 1,656,000 lbs. in 1907. Some 
portion of the shortage may be attributed to the prohibition of 
tapping in cert a in districts, but the reckless destruction of trees 
by excessive bleeding is largely responsible for the drooping 
business, which, it should be pointed out, is at present confined 
entirely to rubber collected from trees growing wild in the bush. 
The following extract from the Trade lteport for 1907 may here 
be pertinently quoted: — 

" The planting of rubber by natives has all along been 
encouraged and assisted by the Forestry Department, and in 
some parts of the Central Province the plantations are doing 
very well, and give good promise for the future- It is generally 
realised that not until rubber trees are owned by individuals, 
who will see that they are duly protected, can this industry 
be looked upon as a permanent one in Nigeria. Thousands 
of trees in the forests, which are practically a ' no man's 
land/ are destroyed each year by over-tapping, and although 
every effort is made by the Forestry Department, with the 
staff at its command, to regulate the gathering and to pre­
vent indiscriminate bleeding, the task in so large a country 
and amidst dense forests is, it must be admitted, an extremely 
difficult one." 

The preservation of wild trees continues to receive the serious 
attention of Government, and a scheme whereby the natives 
may be induced to plant rubber on a large scale is under con­
sideration. 

Cotkn, as already noted, was a comparative failure, due to 
short rainfall in 1907. In the principal growing district there 
was a fall of only 10'7 inches from the time the seed was sown 
until the harvest, as compared with 16*8 inches in 1906. It is 
pleasing to have proof that the short crop in 1908 was really due 
to deficient rainfall, and not to any permanent cause. This is 
borne out by the current year's (1909) crop, which, following the 
good rains August to December, 1908, viz., 22*20 inches, was 
up to June 30th two and a half times as large as that of 1908. In 
view of the importance of this business, the following figures, 
showing the buyings of seed-cotton in the Western Province for 
the seasons January to June, 1907, 1908, and 1909, are of 
interest: — 

Seed-cotton Purchases, Western Province. 
January-June, 1907 9,246,000 

,» 1908 6,866,000 
„ 1909 15,244,000 
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Cocoa and maize show respectively the very satisfactory in­
crease of approximately 60 and 60 per cent, in weight over 1907, 
but, owing to the heavy drop in price of cocoa, the combined 
increase in value was only 34 per cent. 

Very encouraging progress continues to be made in the 
Western Province with regard to the cultivation of crops for ex­
port—at present cotton, cocoa, and maize- alia it is believed that 
year by year the total outward shipments of produce will be 
considerably augmented from this source. Notwithstanding the 
partial failure of the 1908 cotton crop, to which reference has 
been made, the total value of cultivated exports from the 
Western Province during the year under review was £147,000, 
made up as follows: — 

Cotton (including seed) £55,000 
Maize . . . 52,000 
Cocoa 40,000 

The average exports of these products from the same province 
during the three years 1900-2 was under £7,000; 1903-5, 
£41,000; and 1906-8, £137,000. 

As showing in a very marked form how valuable the Lagos 
Railway is in developing agriculture, it may be remarked that, 
in the Western Province, all the cotton and one half of the cocoa 
and maize were rail-borne in 1908, and that, so far as value goes, 
the railway deals with 70 per cent of the total exports of these 
cultivated products from Lagos. 

Experiments were conducted during the year with a view to 
establishing an export trade in ground-nuts, which are already 
grown for local consumption in several parts of the country. 
Seed was obtained from the Gambia, and a couple of men were 
brought down from that Colony to demonstrate the methods of 
cultivation there employed. Although the Gambia seed gave 
a better yield than the local nuts, the results so far have not been 
satisfactory, but further experiments are being undertaken, and 
it io hoped that a profitable market may be found for this pro­
duce, which will be an excellent crop to grow in rotation with 
cotton in the northern parts of the Colony and beyond. 

Whilst the bulk of the crops cultivated for export is raised in 
(lie Lagos hinterland, a relatively small quantity of Southern 
Nigeria-grown cotton is shipped from the Central Province, and 
1 his is of a better grade than the average Lagos quality. No 
maize, and only a negligible quantity of cocoa, is at present ex­
ported from the Central Province. From the Eastern Province 
no cotton and only an experimental lot of maize was shipped, but 
cocoa to the value of £10,000 was cleared during the year. 

Wi th the extension of the Lagos Railway, which crossed the 
Northern Nigeria boundary during the year and was opened to 
Ilorin (247 miles) in August, a further large field is thrown open 
for agriculture, and it is believed that greatly increased quantities 
of Cultivated crops will be shipped from the Western Province 
within the next year or two. Later, when the densely populated 
country in the upper Zaria and Kano Provinces has been reached, a 
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still greater impetus will be given to trade. And, as already 
suggested, the Eastern and Central Provinces have a great wealth 
of palm produce still unworked, which must come forward as 
the country is opened up by freer competition in the interior 
markets. Government has done much good work during the last 
two years in the way of creek and river clearing in those pro­
vinces by opening out the Osiomo, Ethiope, Sombreiro, Imo, and 
Otaminie Rivers, amongst others, and there is little dotibt as to 
an increased trade resulting. Looking at matters broadly, and 
without being unduly optimistic, the commercial outlook in 
Nigeria cannot be regarded as otherwise than encouraging. 

FORESTRY. 

In the Western Province a large tract of forest-covered country 
known as the Ijaye Forest was reserved by the Ibadan Govern­
ment. The forest is a valuable one, situated as it is right in the 
middle of the so-called " dry zone " savannah districts, where 
timber is usually very scarce. 

The reserved areas in the Central Province were increased by 
the following additional reserves created during the year: — 

a, Timber and Fuel Reserves.— 
i. The Onitsha reserve, approximate area 16 square miles, 

ii. The Idah fuel reserve, approximate area 4 square miles. 
b. Game Reserves.— 
i. The Ore River reserve, Idah district, approximate area 

200 square miles. 
ii. The Anambra River reserve, Onitsha district, approxi­

mate area 160 square miles. 

The total increase in the reserved area thus amounts to approxi­
mately 369 square miles. 

No reserves were created in the Eastern Province, but steps are 
still being taken to bring a large tract of well-wooded hilly 
country in the Oban Hills under such protection. This is in­
tended to be a combined game and timber reserve. 

All the reserves were regularly patrolled during the year, and 
no special difficulty was experienced in protecting them against 
breaches of the forest rules. In the Western Province an 
arrangement was arrived at under which squatters who have settled 
in the Olokemeji Reserve of late years agreed to occupy a special 
tract of country set aside for the purpose. Licensed settlers were 
allowed to farm in the Mamu Reserve on the agreement that the 
areas cleared for farms are to be cultivated for two years and 
then planted up with valuable timber trees and other plants of 
economic importance. This is the system followed in Burma in 
the case of tribes practising the shifting cultivation known as 
" taungya." Steady progress is being made in planting this 
reserve up with valuable species. 

The Ibadan State Reserve has suffered much from trespassers, 
and the ranger in charge was obliged to appeal to the Resident 
for help. Illicit rubber tappers have done a good deal of damage 
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to the Funtumia elastica trees. The Native Communal Reserves 
in the Benin City District have been fairly well protected by the 
owners. 

With the exception of the protection afforded by reservation 
and the restrictions imposed on indiscriminate fellings in licensed 
timber areas, there is but little protection given to the bulk of 
the forests, enormous portions of which are annually destroyed 
by the farmers under the wasteful system of agriculture prac­
tised by them. But little improvement can be expected in this 
direction till they have been induced by a properly organised and 
well-found Agricultural Department to adopt less primitive 
methods of cultivating and tending their crops. 

From the Western Province five persons were reported as 
having been prosecuted for breaches of the forest laws in Govern­
ment reserves and four convictions were obtained. In the Central 
Province, owing to the active part taken by the native communi­
ties in protecting their forests, the list of prosecutions is a some­
what long one. 23 prosecutions for breaches of the timber laws 
were made and 19 convictions obtained; the offences consisted of 
felling timber without permits. Under the Rubber Rules 12 prose­
cutions were made and 10 convictions obtained. In the Eastern 
Province no prosecutions under the forest laws were reported. 

Under the head of natural regeneration of forests there is but 
little to record. The fire-protected area in the Glokemeji Reserve 
shows a great, improvement in the natural regeneration of the 
" dry zone " Cedar (Pseudocedrela kotschyi) and the " Balsam 
Copaiba M tree (Daniellia thurifera). 

A scheme for the systematic planting up of all blanks in the 
reserves with plants of economic value was adopted in the 
Western Province. 

These operations in the case of the Olokemeji Reserve extended 
over 35 acres, which have been planted up with the following 
species: — 

Seedlings. 
Iroko (Chlorophora excelsa) 16,710 
Teak (Tectona grandis) 350 
Ebony (Piospyros mespiliformh) 2,370 
Mahogany (Khaya punchii) 860 
Emido (Mimnsops nwUiftr-rvis) ... 1,670 

In addition to these, new nurseries of Afzelia africana, Albizia 
lebbeck, Mimnsops elongii, and Tectona grandis were started. 

The plantations in the MftQUt Bes^Ye were increased by 
617 Mahoganies (Khaya gmnaifoUa) and 108 Ijebos (Khaya 
Punchii), as well as by 7,799 Para rubber plants (Hevea 
braziliensis)* 2,4128 seedlings of this latter species were also put 
out In the ftshun River Reserve; a deserted farm in the Illaro 
Reserve has likewise been planted up with Mahogany and Iroko. 

Plantations of previous years were reported as doing well; 
those of Funtumia elastica, in the Mamu Reserve, were much 
benefited by the extra light let in from falling some of the forest 
tretes. 

.Porcupines nitd a largfe species of cricket have done some 
damage to the young seedlings. 
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In the Central Province the number of seedlings of timber trees 
transplanted in licensed areas amounted to 45,520, the majority 
of which consisted of Mahoganies (different species of K^aya) and 
Cedars (species of Pseudocedrela). 

Owing to the bad germination of the seed collected during the 
early part of the year, the number of Funtumia elastica plants 
put out in the communal plantations amounted to only 133,094 
as against 234,878 in 1907. The number of plantations formed 
during the year was 622, most of which were made as extensions 
to existing ones. 

There are at present 2,251 Funtumia elastica plantations, con­
taining 1,125,972 trees, in the Central Province. Several of the 
latter are now old enough to be tapped. 

Messrs. Alexander Miller Brother's Para rubber plantation at 
Sapeli is doing very well and shows good growth. It contains 8,000 
plants 33 months old, and 22,000 plants 1 8 months of age. The 
average girth of the former is 9*33 inches, and of the latter 
3*69 inches. 

Small plantations, either of that species or Funtumia elastica, 
have been made (according to the climate prevailing locally) at 
each of the district headquarter stations of the Eastern Province; 
the intention is that these may form seed-distributing centres 
and gradually to extend them from time to time as land becomes 
available; with this object in view nurseries also have been started 
at those stations. 

The excellent small Para rubber plantation at Eket, belonging 
to The African Association, was visited during the course of the 
year by the Provincial Forest Officer and reported to be doing 
well, 

Exploitation of Major Forest Produce. 
(Timber.) 

The exports of timber in the round for the last three years, » 
together with the local values, are given below: — 

Local Value. 
1906—15,734 logs . . . £56,942 
1907—17,237 „ . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,834 
1908—22,303 „ . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,054 

The bulk of the timber exported was procured from trees belong­
ing to the genera Khaya (Mahoganies), Pseudocedrela (Cedars), 
and Gaurea ( " Walnuts/ ) . 

The output from each province for the year was: — 

Local Value. 
Western Province—660 logs . . . £2,671 
Central Province—21,662 logs 73,924 
Eastern Province—81 logs 459 

. Owing to the deficient rainfall in the Benin District in 1907 
and the consequent accumulation of timber in the creeks, fewer 
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trees were felled in 1908 than in 1907. The number of trees for 
which felling permits were issued was 8,628 as against 6,488 of 
the previous year. 

The number of licensed areas exploited during 1908 in the 
Central Province was 4 1 ; the number of areas abandoned or can­
celled during the same period was 20 ; whilst 28 new applications 
for licences were received, and 19, inclusive of some received in 
1907, were provisionally granted. There remained at the end 
of the year 28 applications still to be dealt with. 

The chiefs and villages interested in licensed timber areas in 
the Central Province were each paid a sum of £750 as royalties, 
the corresponding amount for the previous year being £1,169 6a. 
The reduction was due to the smaller number of trees felled in 
1908, . 

Exploitation of Minor Forest Produce. 

The exports of minor forest products during the year from the 
three provinces were as follows: — 

Description 
of Produce. 

Western 
Province. 

Quantity. 

Central 
Province. 

Quantity. 

Eastern 
Province. 

Quantity 

Total. 

Quantity. Value 

Rubber 

Shea butter 
Shea kernels 

Gum oopal... 

Piassava fibre 

Camwood . . . 

Ebony 

Total value 

. . . . I . 

Lbs. 
81,449 
Tons. 
132-98 

•19 
Lbs. 

4,490 

2,380 

Lbs. 
1,027,615 

Tons. 
186-96 

3,967*28 
Lbs. 
26,392 

Pkgs. 
2,389 

Ton. 

Lbs. 
87,736 

303 
Pkgs. 

6,269 
Lbs. 

120 
Tons. 

16 

Lbs. 
1,196,790 

Tons. 
31994 

3,967-47 
Lbs. 
31,185 

Pkga. 
8,658 

Lbs. 
2,500 

Tons. 
17 

96,038 

6,637 
35,611 

431 

5,638 

19 

47 

143,421 

NOTE.—The figures for the Central Province include the exports from 
Northern Nigeria. 

Compared with the figures of tli8 previous year there was a 
marked falling off in the quantity of rubber exported. This was 
mainly due to the poor prices offered for the produce owing to 
the general trade depression prevailing in the home markets. 
The decrease amounted to 1,647,013 lbs. valued at £148,951. 
There was, on the other hand, a great increase in the number 
(3,960) of packages of piassava fibre exported. 

Experiments in rubber tapping were carried out on a large 
scale with Funtumia elastica trees growing in the Ibadan State 
Reserve. Owing to the want of sufficient European supervision 
the results were not satisfactory; 
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Some Hevea trees, about 18 years old, growing in the Ebute-
Metta Gardens, were tapped for the first time and yielded rubber 
that has been very favourably reported on by the Imperial 
Institute. 

The total forest revenue for the year amounted to £11,202 and 
the expenditure to £8 ,746; the net result being a surplus balance 
of £2,456. 

The collection of botanical specimens, started in previous years, 
was continued, and several batches were forwarded to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, for identification. Numerous lists of 
Southern Nigeria plants identified during the year have been 
received from the Director of the Gardens and have proved of 
great value to forest officers. 

AGRICULTURE. 

With the exception of the cotton crop, which was, owing to 
the irregular rainfall, a partial failure, there was a satisfactory 
increase in the exports of the chief agricultural products of the 
country; this was more particularly the case with maize and 
cocoa, both of which crops have bean rapidly developed of late 
years. 

The exports of cotton during the year were distributed between 
the Western and Central Provinces (\ hich latter includes the 
figures for Northern Nigeria) as follows ; — 

Western Province— Lbs. 
Cotton lint 2,162,754 
Cottonseed . . . . . . . . . 4,802,782 

Central Province— 
Cotton lint 131,602 
Cottonseed . . . 789,197 

No cotton was exported from the Eastern Province though it 
is said to be cultivated in the recently opened-up country to the 
north of the Cross River. 

The 1909 crop of the Western Province is expected to be a 
bumper one. 

The export of maize shows a steady increase, and in 1908 
amounted to no less than 15,529 tons, valued at £51,696; with 
the exception of two tons from the Central Province, this was 
shipped entirely from the Western Province, where the railway 
extension and development appears to have greatly stimulated its 
cultivation. 

The corn is very much infested with the maize weevil, and the 
best methods of preventing the attacks of this insect are seriously 
engaging the attention of the recently appointed Government 
entomologist. 

Experiments carried out in the Olokemeji Gardens (Western 
Province) with a view to ascertaining whether the yield can be 
increased to such an extent by the use of artificial manures as 
to make the import and use of the latter in up-country districts 
profitable were entirely successful. It was found that by the 

16017 B 
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use of sulphate of potash and sulphate of ammonia as manure, 
involving an additional outlay of 57 per cent, the yield of corn 
can be increased by as much as 78 per cent. 

The exports of cocoa for the last four years and its correspond­
ing values are shown below: — 

Value. 
1906—1,051,987 lbs £16,908 
1006—1,619,987 „ . . . 27,054 
1907—2,089,226 „ 47,840 
1908—3,060,609 „ 60,587 

These figures indicate the extraordinary expansion that has 
taken place of late years in the cultivation of this plant. There 
are large tracts of suitable country available for cocoa planta­
tions, more especially in the eastern portions of the Western 
Province (Jebu-Ode and Ondo districts) and in the southern por­
tions of the Central and Eastern Provinces. And there is no 
doubt that the industry can be greatly developed in those lopali- * 
ties by the appointment of trained agriculturists and the utiliza­
tion of their services in travelling round the districts with a view 
to teaching the native farmers the best methods of cultivating, 
tending, and harvesting the crop. There is much room for im­
provement in all these directions, more especially in protecting 
the plants from insect and fungoid pests. 

The exports of ground-nuts for the year under review from the 
three provinces were as follows : — 

Western Province. Central Province. Eastern Province. Total. 

Quantity. 

Owts. 
3826 

Value. 

£ s. d 
18 3 6 

Quantity.! Value. 

Cwts. £ 8. d. 
33,034-1 14,853 4 10 

Quantity. 

Cwts. 

Value. 

£ 

Qunntity. 

Cwts. 
33,072-36 

Value. 

£ 

1*1,871 

The figures for the Central Province include the exports from 
Northern Nigeria. 

Two natives from the Gambia were brought round to teach 
the farmers of the Western Province the best methods of culti­
vating this crop; their services were utilized in travelling about 
the province teaching and laying out plots for cultivation. The 
latter were started at Olokemeji, Oyo, Oshogbo, Inseyin, Ibadan, 
and Abeokuta, and for purposes of comparison the native and the 
imported Gambia seeds were planted in parallel plots. The 
results showed: — 

1st. That the yield from the Gambia nut is greater than 
that from the indigenous variety, especially on indifferent 

% soils; and 
2nd. That the climate and soil of Oyo are best suited, of 

any tried, for the cultivation of this crop. 
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It is doubtful, however, whether the Gambia natives had much 
to teach, the Yoruba being an excellent agriculturist, and his 
methods of cultivating the species differing but little, from those 
employed in the Gambia. 

Experiments were carried out at the Olokemeji Gardens with 
a view to ascertaining the average yield per acre of guinea corn. 
They gave a yield of 15 cwts. 1 quarter 12 lbs. to the acre. 

A large number of experiments in the cultivation of various 
fibre-yielding plants were carried out in the Botanical Gardens of 
the Western and Central Provinces. The most promising species 
appears to be " Ramo " (Hibiscus guineensis), an indigenous 
plant, which gave a yield of | ton of fibre per acre. The yield 
per acre of jute was found to be so small as to render its cultiva­
tion unprofitable. Other crops, such as the native hemp (San-
siveria guineensis), sisal hemp (Ayave origida), and the Mauritius 
hemp, were not ready for reaping at the close of the year. 

The Botanical Gardens were well maintained during the year 
and a lot of useful work was done in them. Not only were a 
number of experiments, some of which have already been 
referred to, carried out, but large quantities of plants and seeds 
were distributed from them; there was a falling off, however, 
in the distribution from the gardens of the Western Province, 
where some of the farmers have now taken to preparing and 
maintaining nurseries of their own. 

The distribution of plants and seeds from the Botanical 
Gardens of the three Provinces is shown below: — 

Western Province— 
Economic plants 
Fruit plants 
Ornamental plants 
Rubber-yielding plants 

Central P r o v i n c e -
Economic plants (rubber and cocoa) 
Ornamental plants 

Eastern Province— 
Various economic plants 
Ornamental plants . . . . . . 
Pineapple suckers 
Cocoa plants . . . 
Bananas (musa cavondishii) plants 
Shade trees . . . . . . . . . 

Seed— 
Funtumia elastica ... 
Cocoa pods .. . 
Coffee seeds .. . . . . . . . 
Avocado pear . . . . . . . . . 
Annatto 
Various economic trees ... 

Shade trees 

Ornamental trees . . . 
15017 

No. distributed. 

. . . 4,116 
. . . 2.574 
. . . 3,863 
... 3,950 

. . . 5,503 

. . . 4,160 

... 6,418 

. . . 4,478 
. . . 2,323 
... 320 

208 
. . . 368 

52 lbs. 
446 pods 

.. . 2,000 
pods 

264 
182 lbs. 

... 1,670 seeds 
14 packets 

.. . 2,800 seeds 
3 lbs. 

73 packets 
B 2 
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The total distribution thus amounts to 19,369 economic plants 
(rubber and cocoa), 6,105 fruit plants, 12,507 ornamental plants, 
368 shade trees, 237 lbs. weight of seeds of economic plants, 446 
cocoa pods, 5,064 seeds of economic plants, and 87 packets of 
various seeds. 

The Curator of the Botanical Gardens, Calabar, was able to 
undertake a fair amount of travelling and to instruct the native 
farmers in the best methods of cultivating plants of economic 
importance. He reports that the Hevea braziliensis plantation 
at Calabar shows magnificent growth, that the fruit trees im­
ported from the Federated Malay States are doing well, but that 
the sago and nipa palms have not proved so successful. The 
latter, however, now appear to have become established and are 
showing improved growth. 

In addition to the above a good deal of tree planting along 
road-sides was carried out at Calabar and a nursery of cocoa and 
Para rubber formed at Ikot-Nakaitda, a large farming centre in 
that district. 

SHIPPING. 
The following statement shows the steamers and sailing ships 

inwards and outwards compared with the previous year: — 

Entered. Cleared 

Flag. 1907. 1908. 1907. 1908. 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 

Steam-
British .. . 
Foreign... 

Sail-
British ... 
Foreign... 

308 
166 

2 

505,437 
206,477 

670 

300 
189 

2 

491,506 
250,695 

666 

296 
160 

3 

484,979 
197,634 

1,110 

290 
188 

2 

487,045 
249,464 

* 

666 

Total.. 476 712,584 491 742,867 459 683,723 480 737,175 

There has been no real decline in British shipping, the change 
in figures being accounted for by the alteration in the working 
of the ships. 

The following statement shows the value of the trade carried 
during the year compared with the preceding year:—• 

1 Southern Nigeria, Porto Novo. 

— 1007. 1908. 1907. 1908. 

British. Foreign. British. Foreign. British. JForeign. British. Foreign 

^Entered 
Cleared 

£ 
3,923,031 
3,232,396 

616,875 
970,809 

X 
8,873,394 
2,557,045 

• 

411,436 
852,243 

£ 
46,291 
61,082 

£ 
6,432 

111,618 

£ 
44,628 
44,008 

£ 
9,804 

117,444 

Total 7,166,426 1,486,184 6,430,489 1,263,679 97,373 118,060 88,681 127,248 
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The value of the trade decreased during the last year, and 
although a larger proportion of the decrease fell upon the 
German shipping still Germany improved her trade with Porto 
Novo while British trade showed a decline. 

LAND GRANTS AND GENERAL VALUE OF LAND. 

Up to 16th October, 1905, tho majority of land grants on Lagos 
Island—of recent years— were made under the Swamp Ordin­
ance by " Swamp Agreements." The Government sold a portion 
of an unfilled swamp to a private individual on the understand­
ing that he was to fill it up to a certain level within a fixed time 
with suitable material, and, if the conditions were satisfactorily 
fulfilled, that ho should then have a Crown Grant of the area in 
question. The following notice was published on the date men­
t ioned:—" Intending applicants for allotments of Swamp Land 
in the Island of Lagos are informed that no further grants of 
Swamp Lands for reclamation purposes will be issued until 
further notice." Many of the old agreements have not been 
satisfactorily completed, and this system of swamp reclamation 
lias proved a complete failure. 

On the 31st October, 1908, a notice was issued extending the 
limited period for the filling up of lands granted under the out­
standing Swamp Agreements to 31st March, 1909. Under this 
notice a Crown Grant was issuable to each holder completing 
the said work within the prescribed time and upon payment of 
any monies due. The notice further proclaimed that all land 
which had not been filled up according to the terms of the agree­
ment, on or before tho above date, would be re-entered upon by 
the Government and possession taken of all buildings and erec­
tions standing thereon. 

Leases of Crown Lands in non-swamp localities are granted 
from time to time, each case being dealt with on its merits. The 
rent payable varies according to the locality. 

Leases of plots in the New Hausa Settlement, east of 'the 
Macgregor Canal, were offered to the late occupants of the old 
Hausa Lines (Section 8, Ordinance 13 of 1906) at a small rental, 
with remission of the usual fees for the stamping and regis­
tration of the legal instruments, but only about 48 per cent, of 
Ihese people executed leases. Consequently a Government 
Notice, dated 29th July, 1908, giving the names of those who 
had made no application and limiting the time in which claims 
would be considered to the 31st December, 1908, was issued. 

Subsequently it was decided that plots still unclaimed after 
the expiration of the time limit might be leased to the general 
public at double rental and on payment of the full fees. 

By Ordinance No. 16, of 1st July, 1908, a survey was directed 
to be earned out of Ikoyi lands, that part of the Island lying 
to the east of the Macgregor Canal, for the purpose of investi­
gating ownership and checking encroachment. Land to which 
no good title could be proved would revert to the Crown. 

The real value of land on Lagos Island and its neighbourhood 
is very difficult to estimate; so much as £2 (approximately) a 
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square yard has been paid for land on the Marina, the principal 
business thoroughfare, while even in the poorer portions of the 
town no land is obtainable at a less rate than 9d. to Is. per square 
yard. There is much speculative buying of land, and the high 
prices now ruling are probably in excess of the true value. 

The Supreme Court has recently—in proceedings for the 
acquisition of land for public purposes taken under the Public 
Lands Ordinance of 1876—fixed the present value of land in 
various parts of the Island and its neighbourhood as follows: — 
Victoria Road (the main trading thoroughfare of the native 
population) 4s. per square yard; Offin Road (one of the swamp-
reclaimed areas between the Marina and Carter Bridge) Is. per 
square yard; Race Course (the better residential quarter) from 
Is. 9d. to 35 . per square yard according to position; Ebute Metta, 
within 1,000 feet of the railway, Is. 3d. per square yard; and 
on the east of the Macgregor Canal at from bd. to Is. M. per 
square yard. 

The great difficulty in arriving at any definite value is the fact 
that adjoining and identical portions of land change ownership 
at or near the same time at widely divergent rates, and so many 
of the purchases are merely speculative. 

To take the main new Ordinances one by one— 
(1.) The Foreign Judgments Extension Ordinance provides for 

the transfer of judgments in the Supreme Court of the other 
British West African dependencies to the Supreme Court of 
Southern Nigeria for execution. 

(2.) The Imperial Loan Ordinance provides for the borrowing 
of £2,000,000 for the purposes of railway construction. 

( 3 . ) The Lepers Ordinance was a very necessary piece of legis­
lation; these unfortunate people were becoming a decided danger 
to the Colony. 

(4.) The Post Office Ordinance provides for the carrying of 
mails by vessels not being packet boats or under contract to ' 
carry mails. 

(6.) The Crown Lands Ordinance, though called an amending 
Ordinance, is really the first attempt to deal with this matter. 
This inatter is by no means settled at present, and a further and 
more elaborate bill will probably be substituted at an early date. 

(6.) The Firearms (Manufacture and Conversion) Ordinance is 
a necessary corollary to the Firearms Ordinance and the Inter­

national Convention on tho subject. 

of Crown Lands in Ikoyi Plain, The definite demarcation will 
take place during this and the ensuing year; 

L E G I S L A T I O N . 

(7.) The Ikoyi Lands Ordi ides for the demarcation 
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EDUCATION. 

Up to the present time there have been three different Codes 
in force for the Colony and Protectorate, all of which were 
based on the English Education Code and therefore quite unsuit­
able for West Africa. 

The new Code, which hm not yet been approved, has been 
designed with the purpose of affording a liberal literary educa­
tion combined with a useful and practical education, and pro­
vision has been made for awarding grant* to vernacular, primary, 
secondary, technical, a ad agricultural schools, and training 
institutions for teachers. The vernacular schools, that is to say 
the pioneer schools of the interior, will afford instruction solely 
in the vernacular to children from tho infant classes up to 
Standard I I , , and the .subjects under instruction wil l comprise 
the three Us, and object lessons in the science of common things. 

The primary schools will afford instruction from the infant 
classes up to and including Standard V I I . , and in addition to 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, instruction will be afforded in 
colloquial English, the science of common things, drawing, 
shorthand or manual training, and hygiene. 

(8 . ) 'The Prevention of Diseases (Animals) Ordinance, Model 
rules to give effect to this Ordinance are being drafted in 
England. 

(9.) The Towns (Amendment) Ordinance and the Public 
Health (Amendment) Ordinance. 

These Ordinances were passed with the object of converting 
the Central Board of Health from an advisory to an adminis­
trative body. An Ordinance is now in the making for converting 
the resulting Lagos Municipal Board into a Corporation. 

(10.) The Licensing Ordinance deals, on the usual lines, with 
hotels and bars. It will require amending in certain par­
ticulars. 

(11.) The Infectious Diseases Ordinance. 
This Ordinance is the outcome of the outbreak of plague at 

Accra. It is to be hoped that it will not be necessary to put it 
into force. 

(12.) The Immigrant Paupers Ordinance was passed with the 
object of relieving the funds of the Colony or private charity of 
a decidedly unnecessary charge. 

Europeans who became destitute were either discharged 
servants of Europeans firms or people brought hereby the steam­
ship companies, who were obviously destitute when landed. In 
that it has not been necessary so far to put it into force, it seems 
to have had a salutary effect. 
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Iii the secondary schools in addition to the ordinary subjects 
prescribed for Standards V . , V I . , V I I . of the primary schools, 
instruction will be afforded in geometry, natural science, history, 
and geography, and one language besides English. 

Technical Schools will afford instruction in particular trades 
or industries, whilst drawing and the three Es will be taught. 

Agricultural Schools will afford theoretical and practical in­
struction in agriculture and the manufacture or repair of agri­
cultural implements, and, in addition, elementary instruction in 
the three Ks will be given cither in English or the vernacular. 

The Training Institutions will afford students a sound prac­
tical and theoretical knowledge of teaching on modern lines, 
whilst instruction in agriculture and manual training will not 
be neglected. 

The schools under the supervision of the Education Depart­
ment are of three kinds, viz., Government, Primary Assisted, and 
Secondary Assisted Schools. 

The number of Government Schools at the end of the year in 
the Colony and Protectorate was made up a?; .follows:— 

Western Province 8 
Central Province ... 23 
Eastern Province .. . 19 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

The number of Primary Assisted Schools is made up of the 
following totals: — 

Western Province ... 31 
Central Province ... . . . 12 
Eastern Province ... 29 

Total 72 

The number of Secondary Assisted Schools is as follows: — 
Western Province 3 
Central Province 2 
Eastern Province ... /..-•• 2 

Total ... ... . . . ... . . . 7 

The increase in the number of Government Schools during the 
year 1908 amounts to 10. 

The increase in the number of Assisted Schools during the 
vear 1908 amounts to 11. 
*-

In addition to the Government and Assisted Schools there arc 
a certain number of Mission and Private Schools not under the 
control of the Department. 

K The number of pupils under instruction in Government Schools 
amounts* to 3,915, of which the totals for the various provinces 
are as follows: — 
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i Hoys Girls. Totals. 

Western Province 
Central Province 
Eastern Province . . . 

• » • 

. . . j 

. . . j • 

630 
1,449 ! 
1,559 

48 
169 
60 

678 
1,618 
1,610 

Totals 3,638 j 277 3,915 

The total shows an increase of 1,015 boys and 62 girls over 
1907. 

The number of pupils in the Assisted Schools amounts to 
10,980, the totals for the various provinces being as follows: — 

! Boys. 
i 

Girls. Totals. 

i 

Western Province j 
Central Province | 
Eastern Province j 

3,980 
1,518 
3,344 

1,490 
124 
524 

5,470 
1,642 
3,868 

Totals j 
i 

8,842 2,138 10,980 

This total of 10,980 shows an increase of 947 for the year 1908. 
The average attendance for the Government Schools amounted 

to 2,706, an increase of 775 for the year 1908. 
The average attendance for the Assisted Schools amounted to 

8,013, an increase of 960 for the year 1908. 
The total number on the roll, therefore, for the Colony and 

Protectorate amounted to 14,895, with an average attendance of 
10,719, an increase of 2,024 and 1,735, respectively. 

There are no available statistics of the Private Schools of the 
Colony, but the number attending Moslem Schools is between 
two thousand u 'ul three thousand. Moslem Schools exist only in 
the Western Province, and the instruction is confined to the 
Koran. 

The Secondary Schools, more abundant in the Western Pro­
vince than in the other provinces, arc merely the higher classes 
of the Primary Schools, where certain subjects not prescribed 
in the Code for Primary Schools are taught. With the opening 
of the King's School, a Government Secondary School, a higher 
standard of education will be set for the Colony. 

In the Central and Eastern Provinces many schools possess 
gardens, but the agricultural instruction given is, as a rule, 
without method, and the attention of children is devoted to the 
growing of native crops instead of economic plants. With the 
assistance of the British Cotton Growing Association, and the 
Government Agricultural Department, cotton seed and cocoa 
seedlings are being distributed at the present time to school 
gardens. 

Technical instruction in the Western Province is confined to 
Mission Schools and the workshops of certain Government 
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Departments, such as the Railway, Marine, Public Works, Sur­
vey, arid Telegraph 'Departments, in which a large number of 
apprentices are trained as engine-drivers, fitters, joiners, car­
penters, builders, surveyors, and telegraphists. To the Survey 
Department is attached a Survey School, where excellent work 
is being performed in training young men as surveyors and 
draughtsmen. The Telegraph Department also possesses a most 
excellent school for the training of telegraphists, and the system 
in force at this school is deserving of the highest praise. 

In the Central Province technical instruction, chiefly car­
pentry, is given at seven Government Schools, but at Qnitsha 
there are two Industrial Schools, controlled by the Roman 
Catholic Industrial Mission and the Bishop of Equatorial Africa, 
respectively. The latter schools are purely trade schools, where 
boys are apprenticed to a particular trade, whilst at the Govern­
ment Schools technical instruction forms a part only of the school 
curriculum. 

In the Eastern Province carpentry, coopering, woodwork, 
typewriting, and telegraphy are taught at the Bonny Govern­
ment School, and these subjects form a part of the school cur­
riculum; boys are also received at the school as apprentices to 
carpentry and coopering, and the learning of these trades forms 
the chief part of their education. At the Hope-Waddell Insti­
tute there were 21 apprentices being trained as carpenters, prin­
ters, and tailors, whilst 88 other pupils were in receipt of in­
struction in carpentry and agriculture. 

The manual training given in the schools, poor as it is, is 
already bearing fruit, the majority of the present-day workmen 
who are natives of Southern Nigeria having received their initial 
training in the schools. The great difficulty, however, is the 
lack of educated artisans who are capable of teaching a trade 
systematically, and this can only be coped with by the estab­
lishment of a Government technical school. 

There are no Government institutions for the training of 
teachers, but the Church Missionary Society has an institution 
for this purpose at Oyo in the Protectorate, and at the Hope-
Waddell Institute at Calabar a certain number of teachers are 
trained for the Scotch Mission. At the Bonny Government 
School there are 12 pupil teachers under training, but, as these 
youths are teaching all day, little time can be devoted to their 
own instruction. 

The expenditure on the administration and management of 
Government Schools amounted to £11,473 16s. 8d. The expendi­
ture incurred in grants to Assisted Schools amounted to 
£7,812 18s. M. 

The above expenditure does not include the sum of £701 hs. 8il. 
incurred on behalf of technical scholarships, celebration of 
Victoria Day, & c , nor the sum of £1,380 for extraordinary works 
iij respect of Government Schools in the Central Province. 

The amount paid into revenue by the Department amounted to 
4 £3,124 Gs. XOd, This sum includes school fees, sale of books, 

and chiefs' subscriptions. 
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POLICE. 

The authorised establishment-on the 31 st of December, 1908, 
was 1,131—a decrease of 59, owing to the Department ceasing to 
perform any prison duties. Tlic actual strength was 1,121, con­
sisting of: — 

11 European staff 
Native staff 
Hank and file 

The allocation was as follows: 

Western 
Province. 

Authorised 
Actual... 

5 6 0 
65G 

Central 
Province. 

231 
231 

18 
1,092 

1,121 

Eastern 
Province. 

3 4 0 
3 3 4 

Total. 

1,131 
1,121 

During the year three additional detachments were formed at 
the new Stations of I hi and Abakaliki in the Eastern Province, 
and Udi in the Central Province. 

C R I M I N A L STATISTICS. 

The number of persons apprehended or summoned before all 
the Courts was 7,634, dealt with as under: — 

Discharged for want of prose­
cution or for want of evidence. 

Discharged on tho merits 
Summarily convicted 
Committed for trial ... ... 

Total 

Western 
Province. 

Central 
Province. 

Eastern 
PI ovince. Total. 

2 2 2 I 41 i 154 4 1 7 

3 2 3 
2 ,619 

5 9 

291 
623 
139 

! 6 7 4 
! 2 .214 
i 2 7 5 
I 

1,288 
5 ,456 

4 7 3 

3 , 2 2 3 1,094 1 3 3 1 7 7,634 

The number of summary convictions was 5,251, of which 748 
were for offences against the person, 9 for malicious injuries to 
property, 77 for cattle stealing and arson, 1,281 for other offences 
against property, and 3,136 for other minor offences. 
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In the Superior Courts there were 254 convictions and 129 
acquittals; particulars are as under: — 

Offences. 8 ! 

- fl i 

u ^ 
2 g! 

Convictions. 

8 
fl 

caw 

8 

CA 0-1 1 o 

Acquittals. 

a .SI fl 
8 fl 

1 s S i s ©>& o 

i to M 25 o 
H 

Muvder IB 
Manslaughter . . . . . . j 4 
Attempt at murder j — 
Rape . . . . . . •. • • • • j 3 
Offences against the person . . . | 2 
Cattle stealing and arson . . . 1 
Other offences against pro- 14 

porty. \ 
Unnatural crimes ; 1 
Miscellaneous offences . . . j 5 

26 
21 

2 
4 
2 

39 

9 

48 
17 
II 
10 
9 
1 

17 

77 
4't 
13 
17 
13 
2 

70 

1 
18 

o 

Total I 33 j 104 117 

15 1 58 
80 

4 1 9 
1 1 2 

— 5 8 
2 ! — 3 

— : i 2 
15 : 2 

! 
18 

2 
I 

7 

39 68 129 

PRISONS. 

There are 38 prisons in Southern Nigeria, and in 1908 there 
were 17,326 prisoners. The district prisons are all in good 
repair, and Lagos Prison had a second storey built on " A " 
Block to afford more accommodation. Calabar Prison has also 
been improved in its ventilation and water system. 

The health of the prisoners has not been good, the chief com­
plaint being bowel troubles. There was an outbreak of varicella 
in some of the prisons, but the spread of it was arrested by 
prompt attention. The new dietary now hi force in the Central 
and Eastern Provinces has been attended by gratifying results. 

The work performed during the year by the prisoners has been 
satisfactory. They were engaged in grass cutting, swamp filling, 
road making, sanitary work on the European reservation, & c 

The usual industrial work has been carried out at Lagos and 
Calabar Prisons, the cash earned amounting to 4*478. 
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V I T A L STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The estimated population o f Lagos and Ebute-Metta (its 
suburb) was 58,215, and the European population of Lagos and 
Ebute-Metta (Railway) 59L 

Estimated Native Popvlatiop. 
Western Province . . . 2,200,000 
Eastern Province 2,500,000 
Central Province 2,000,000 

GENERAL STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

On the whole vsatisfaetory, and showing steady improvement 
among European residents. 

In Lagos there were 9 deaths among Europeans, 2 from black* 
yvater fever (1 official and 1 non-official), 2 from malarial fever 
(non-officials), 1 from dysentery, 1 from liver abscess, and the 
others from non-climatic causes. 

In the Central Province there were 9 deaths among Europeans, 
2 from blackwatey fever (1 official and 1 non-official), 5 from 

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

At the Lagos Hospital 1,298 natives and 149 Europeans were 
treated as in-patients, and 4,575 natives as out-patients. 289 
surgical operations were performed, The daily average number 
of Europeans in ward was four. The death-rate of Europeans 
admitted was 2*6 per cent. 

At Calabar, in the European Hospital, 127 patients were 
treated, with 4 deaths; the death-rate being therefore 3*1 per 
cent. In the Native Hospital, Calabar, 1,087 in-patients and 
3,470 out-patients were treated; the deaths among the former 
numbered 41. 

At Onitsha European Hospital 34 in-patients were treated, 
with 1 death ; a death-rate of 2*9 per cent. In the Native 
Hospital, Onitsha, 468 in-patients were treated (with 68 deaths), 
and 1,736 out-patients. 

In the Yaba Leper Asylum, Western Province, 26 cases were 
treated, with 5 deaths. 

In the Onitsha Leper Asylum, Central Province, 27 cases were 
treated, with 7 deaths. 

In the Yaba Lunatic Asylum, Western Province, there were 
25 patients treated, of whom 2 died and 3 recovered. 

In the Lunatic Asylum at Calabar in the Eastern Province 
there were 15 patients treated, of whom 6 died and 2 recovered. 
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malarial fever (3 non-officials, and 2 on ships in ports, non-resi­
dents), and 1 from dysentery. 

In the Eastern Province there were 5 deaths among Europeans, 
2 from blackwater fever (1 official and 1 non-official), and I 
from malarial fever (non-official). 

SANITATION AND ANTI-MALARIAL W O R K . 

Sanitation was carried on in the usual way. 
In addition to the continued reclamation of swampy and low-

lying regions, the gradual increase of good roads in Lagos Town 
is one of the important aids to the sanitation of the town to be 
noted. 

Usual anti-malarial precautions have been in no degree relaxed 
in all the districts in the Provinces. They are, the regular use 
of quinine as a prophylactic among Europeans; destruction ot 
mosquito breeding-places, with oiling of such water collections 
as cannot be drained; drainage and reclamation of swamp areas 
when possible; use of mosquito nets; clearing away " b u s h " ; 
use of wire gauze for rooms and houses; use of quinine prophy­
laxis among such natives as will take the drug; and teaching and 
advice to all. 

POSTAL, T E L E G R A P H , A N D T E L E P H O N E SYSTEM. 

There has been a further increase recorded in postal business 
transacted during the year under review, as compared with 
previous years. 

An increase of 186,000 is shown in the number of articles, 
exclusive of parcels, passing through the post. The total number 
of parcels dealt with during the year was 1,125 in excess of the 
previous year's transactions. There has also been an increase 
of 25,592 in the number of registered articles dealt with. 

A system of direct exchange of money orders between this 
Colony and German West African Colonies was arranged and 
came into operation on 1st April . 

The cash on delivery system, under which articles may be im­
ported by post and paid for on delivery, was introduced and came 
into operation on 1st October, and is being well patronized. 

There is a further decrease to the extent of £19,249 recorded 
in money order transactions, whilst postal order business shows 
an increase of £33,532. 

There was an increase of 48*5 per cent, in the number of tele­
grams dealt with in 1908 as compared with 1907. 

A telephone exchange was established at Calabar and the tele­
phone system at Lagos reconstructed. Telephone systems were 
established also at Abeokuta, Warri, Afikpo, and Obubra Hil l . 
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Tlie following linos were constructed during the year: — 
Oshogbo-Ilorin, 61 miles, 
Awka-Udi, 36 miles, 
Ikot Ekp?ene-Erriam, 14 miles, 
and 9 miles of the Agbor-TIbiaja section. 

R A I L W A Y . 

The gross revenue of the Lagos Railway for the year amounted 
to £146,382, the working expenses to £103,425,'and the net 
revenue to £42,957, which was considerably less than in 1907. 
The causes are divisible under two main heads (a) temporary, i.e., 
affecting 1908 only, and (b) those which may be expected to in­
fluence other years. The former includes the general slackness 
of trade which prevailed during 1908 and the partial failure of 
the cotton crop. The latter and more permanent causes are 
attributable to the extensions. The new lines above Oshogbo 
cannot be expected to be remunerative for some years to come, 
and consequently as they are completed and opened for traffic 
the net results of working will be adversely affected. 

The number of passengers carried in 1908 was 212,748, vielding 
£28,829, compared with 188,419 carried and £24,872 earned in 
1907. The number of 3rd class passengers carried was 204,381, 
or an increase of 23,280 compared with the previous year. These 
satisfactory results of the 3rd class traffic justify further facili­
ties being given to passengers, and improved rolling stock with 
lavatory conveniences is on order. 

The tonnage of goods conveved was 109,356, and the income 
derived therefrom £109,128, compared with 82,900 tons in 1907 
producing £107,224. Of the total increase of 26,456 tons, 17,073 
represents stone hauled for the Harbour Works, and there was an 
increase of 10,751 tons in materials carried for railway construc­
tion. There was a general decline in public traffic, the most 
notable items of decrease being palm kernels and cotton. Maize, 
however, showed a large increase of 6,187 tons, the total quantity 
carried to the terminus for export being 7,627 tons. 

OYO-IBADAN MOTOR SERVICE. 

l i t is was maintained during the year, and five vans are now 
employed on the service. 

1,086 tons and 1,620 passengers were carried during the year. 

W A T E R W A Y S . 

Waterway clearing work has been carried out throughout the 
year in the three provinces. 
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In the Western Province, the sudd-cutting work in the water­
ways between-Benin-River and Lagos was undertaken for nearly 
nine months, and navigation throughout these waterways has been 
facilitated, to the advantage of the firms holding timber conces­
sions in the districts affected. Clearing work of a minor nature 
was also undertaken in the Yewa River and the Agboyi Creek, the 
latter leading into the Ogun River. 

In the Central Province the Niger, Ossiomo, Osse, and Ethiope 
Rivers were cleared and opened up. 

In the Eastern Province the Imo River and its tributaries the 
Otaminie and the Sombreiro Rivers were also cleared and opened 
up for traffic. During the year a creek route connecting the 
Calabar and Kwa I bo Rivers was discovered. Several miles of 
this route in the dry season consist of mud and roots, and are 
partly blocked by snags and fallen trees; a party has already 
started cutting a canal, which when completed will allow of 
water communication for small craft right from east to west of 
the Colony and Protectorate. 

MARINE SERVICES. 

In the Western Province there are three services: — 
(i.) Lagos—Porto Novo Service. The usual weekly mail 

and passenger service between Lagos and Porto 
Novo is still in operation; the number of passengers 
carried during the year was 2,317, a decrease of 468 
on the previous year. This decrease is very difficult 
to account for. 

(ii.) Lagos—Siluko—Sapele; a similar service to the above. 
It was found necessary during the year to extend this 
service to Sapele in the Central Province. This 
has facilitated communication between Headquarters 
and the Central Province. The number of passengers 
carried was 2,332, an increase of 261 on the previous 
year. 

(iii.) Lagos—Ejirin—Epe. This service was started in the 
month of August with a view to assisting the natives 
trading between Lagos, Ejirin, and Epe. The total 
number of passengers carried was 846. 

In the Central Province the transport of passengers and stores 
for Southern Nigeria stations on the Niger River is performed 
by the Government stern-wheeler " Raven." Small launches ply 
also between Porcados, Warri, and Sapele. Special transport 
work is also being done in connection with the landing and 
transporting of railway materials for the Lagos Railway northern 
extension. 

In the Eastern Province the transport service for the Cross 
River has worked satisfactorily throughout the year. The 
Government boat " J a c k d a w " and stern-wheeler " Hornbill " 
started the wet season mail and transport service in the Cross 
l l iver; the dry season transport was carried on by the motor 
canoes " S p i d e r " and "Sandfly." Three new trading firms 
have established themselves at Itu in the Cross River. 
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A general mail and transport service is run by launches be­
tween Bonny and Akassa, calling at intermediate ports en mute; 
a similar service is being run between Bonny and Opobo. 

The above services are much appreciated by the general public. 

SAVINGS BANK. 

Tli£ Savings Bank was transferred from the Treasury to the 
Post Office, and the advantages of this institution have now been 
extended to the principal stations of the Colony and Protec­
torate. 

Sums deposited in the bank during the year amounted to 
£23,294, as against ±16,967 in 1907—an increase of £6,327--
and withdrawals to £21,856, as against £14,169 in 1907—an in­
crease of £7,687. 

The Savings Bank held a total of £33,012 for 3,104 depositors 
on 31st December, 1908, as against £30,845 standing to the credit 
of 2,668 depositors on 31st December, 1907—an increase of 
£2,167. 

A total sum of £27,350 has been invested by the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies in securities approved by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies on behalf of the Savings Bank. 

Interest at 2h per cent, per annum computed on the various 
amounts deposited during the year aggregated £729, of which 
a sum of £46 was paid to depositors who closed their accounts, 
the difference, viz., £683, being added to capital in favour of 
the remaining depositors. The amount realised by interest on 
invested Savings Bank funds was £835, the difference thus being 
£106 in favour of the bank. 

R O A D S . 

Western Proirince. 

Railway feeder roads have been kept under repairs. 
The Ibadan-Oyo road has been strengthened and re-metalled. 
The Ebute—Metta—Apapa road formation was completed 

during the year; bridges and metalling are in progress. 
The survey for the Ikirun-Illah road (20 miles) and 5£ miles of 

road, including three bridges, were completed. 
The metalling of Lagos Town roads has been actively carried 

on. A steam and a motor roller have been ordered for road 
work. 

Central Province. 

In the Central Province several bridges were erected in the 
Kwale District. The deviation on the road from Benin City to 
Ifon Boundary was carried out. 

Eight miles of road have been completed on the Oke-Omoduro-
Ikot Ekpene road and temporary bridges erected. 

15017 P 
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A bridge at Ologbo is under construction. A large number of 
minor roads (bush roads) have been constructed and improved in 
this district. 

Eastern Province. 

Tho event of the year in connexion with this Province was the 
transfer in April of the control of the roads and bridges to the 
Public Works Department. 

Under " Roads Extraordinary " the following are among the 
important undertakings: — 

Completed. 
Odukpani to Uwet, and Uwet to Itu 1 7 | miles. 
Itu-Ikot Ekpene 71 miles. 
Erriam section . . . over 8 miles. 

C L I M A T E . 

At the Lagos Observatory the mean temperature was 805°, the 
highest shade temperature was 94° in March, and the lowest 09° 
in January. 

Highest rainfall—160*36"—was registered at Bonnv (lat. 4° 
27' N . , long. 7° 10' E . ) , the lowest—17*85"—at Shaki (lat, 8° 
41' N. , long. 3° 24' E . ) , the most northerly station in Southern 
Nigeria. 

The rainfall at provincial headquarters was : — 
Lagos (lat, 6° 27' N. , long. 3° 24' E . ) , 69"98". 
Calabar (Int. 4° 58' N. , long. 8° 19' E . ) , 132'78". 
Warri (lat. 5° 31' N. , long. 5° 44' E . ) , 104'05". 

Harmattan continued from 26th November, 1908, to 20th 
January, 1909. 

The direction of the wind is generally S .W. , except during the 
harmattan season, when, during early morning, it blows from 
N.E . 

M I L I T A R Y . 

The Southern Nigeria Regiment of the AVest African Frontier 
Force took part in the following operations during 1908 : — 

Northern Hinterland Patrol, from 22nd January to 
15th April. 

Ogoni Patrol, from 14th January to 11th February. 
Agbassa Patrol, from 3rd February to 21st February. 
Ikale Escort, from 1st July to 28th July. 
Anglo-German Boundary Commission Escort, from 15th 

September to end of year. 
Niger-Cross River Expedition, from 29th November to end 

of year. 
A Reserve Force, with training centres at Lagos, Ibadan, 

Onitsha, and Calabar, was established during the year. 
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SOCIAL CONDITION OF T H E PEOPLE. 

In the Western Province there is little to report, The lkales 
mentioned in the 1907 report maintained their attitude of oppo­
sition, and were visi fed in June by the Acting Provincial Com­
missioner with an escort of two sections. No fighting took place, 
and matters were eventually settled by the restoration of the 
Bale of Igbotako and the establishment of a court, an Assistant 
District Commissioner being stationed there for about three 
months. The Acting Provincial Commissioner also visited Ipetu, 
on the Ilesha District. This town was endeavouring to throw off 
the overlordship of the Owa of Ilesha, but the capture and depor­
tation to Oyo of the ringleader put an end to this, and the district 
is now quiet. The Awujale of Ijebu, who had previously resisted 
the introduction of reforms into his territory, visited Lagos and 
signed a treaty accepting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court-
in cases of murder and manslaughter. 

With regard to the Central Province, the Provincial Commis­
sioner reports that " the past year may be described generally as 
having been satisfactory, no serious disturbances having occurred 
in any of the districts, although there were a few of relatively 
minor importance." 

The Provincial Commissioner of the Eastern Province reports 
as follows : — 

" Prom a political point of view, the work accomplished 
during the year under report can be regarded with every 
satisfaction. A large area of new country in the northern 
portion of the province has been opened up and brought under 
control by the Northern Hinterland Expedition, which com­
menced its labours early in January and was brought to a 
successful conclusion in April, 1908. As a result of this 
expedition, the station headquarters of the Okigwi District 
(late Omoduru) have been moved further north and the dis­
trict considerably extended. The districts of Afikpo and 
Bende have likewise been largely added to, and in the 
Abakaliki District the Political Officer has had little difficulty 
in opening up friendly relations with the tribes almost up to 
the boundary of Northern Nigeria. ' ' 

IMPORTANT EVENTS. 
Dredging operations on the liar, commenced in 1907, were con­

tinued throughout the year by the S.D. *' Egerton." The bar 
draught for steamers, which had been 11 feet at the beginning 
of the year, was gradually raised to 13 feet, at which it remained, 
except for a period of six weeks, to the end of tb? year. At the 
time of writing the official bar draught is 14 feet. 

A second dredger was ordered, and it is hoped still further to 
deepen the channel during 1909, 

The work on the East Mole was pushed forward, and on the 
31st December it had attained a length of 920 feet. 

A Municipal Board of Health was constituted with powers to 
deal with all matters that may be necessary for the conservancy 
of the town of Lagos and the preservation of public health. 

16U17 D 
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The extension of the railway was carried to a distance of 247 
miles from Lagos (Iddo), and the following sections were opened 
during the year : — 

Oshogbo (186| miles)-lkerun (199$ miles), on the 1st March. 
Ikentn (199 | miles) -florin (24T miles), on the 27th August. 

The section between Uorin and Jebba was being pushed on, and 
at the time of writing is in operation. The distance to Jebba is 
307 miles. 

Th his annual report the General Manager writes as follows: — 

" During the whole of the twelve months the work of ex­
tending the railway to Zungeru, a distance of about 120 miles 
from Jebba, on the River Niger, was being carried on by 
the Northern Construction Staff, but owing to the inadequate 
labour supply progress was unsatisfactory. That important 
undertaking, the Niger Bridge, was also commenced, and it 
is hoped that the northern portion will lie completed during 
1909. To link up the railway' system* of Northern and 
Southern Nigeria, about 40 mile* of line to connect Zungeru 
with the Baro-Kano Railway ar" rec|ii!tofl/* 

A new subsidiary coinage was introduced in March consisting 
of pennies and tenths of a penny, the former being composed of 
nickel and aluminium, and the latter of aluminium only. 
Although the new coins did not meet with ready exchange at 
first, their introduction is making headway, and as a result of the 
alteration in the composition of the tenths to an alloy of nickel a 
more rapid circulation is expected. 

Further steps were taken for the delimitation of the Anglo-
German Boundary, and during the year a mixed commission sur­
veyed in detail the greater part of that boundary extending from 
Yola to the Cross River Rapids. 

A scheme for the establishment of a water supply for Lagos was 
under discussion, and steps are being taken with a view to an 
adequate supply being obtained from the I ju River, about 18 miles 
from Lagos. 

There were no important changes in the civil establishment of 
the Colony during the year 1908. His Excellency Sir Walter 
Egerion, K.C.M.G. , was absent on leave from the 30th November 
to the end of the year, and during that period Mr. J. J, Thorburn, 
C.M.G., Lieutenant-Governor and Colonial Secretary, admin­
istered the Government Mr. F. S. James, C.M.G., Provincial 
Commissioner, acted as Colonial Secretary from the 5th May to 
the 10th August, during Mr. Thorburn's absence on leave, and also 
horn 30th November to the end of the year. 
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G E N E R A L CONDITION OE THE COLONY AND 
PROTECTORATE. 

Although the statistics of value of trade and finance indicate 
a falling off as compared with 1907, the year under review may 
be considered as one of steady progress, inasmuch as a large area 
of country was brought under effective control, and new stations 
were established at Udi, in the Central Province, and at Okigwi, 
in the Eastern, the latter superseding the old station and district 
of Omoduru. The Ibi country was patrolled and the position of 
the District Commissioner there more securely established. At 
the end of the year an area of 10,906 square miles, out of a total 
area for the Colony and Protectorate of 77,260 square miles, 
remained unexplored. 

Several minor patrols have resulted in the further pacification 
of a large area; and the steady spread of civilising influence, the 
perseverance in a policy of closer intimacy with the native tribes, 
the improved means of communication—the outcome of the in­
creased mileage of roads and telegraph lines, are noticeable 
factors in the rapid development of a country which only a very 
few years ago was represented on the map of the British Empire 
as a large blank beyond the coast settlements and a small portion 
of country in the Western Province and along the banks of the 
Niger and Cross Rivers. 

The partial failure of the cotton crop was a source of disappoint­
ment, but in a country such as Southern Nigeria, where agricul­
ture is the main source of livelihood and the keystone of pros­
perity, fluctuations in output are inevitable. With the evidence 
of greater interest in agricultural pursuits, so pronounced in the 
rapid advance in cocoa, cotton, and maize cultivation, Southern 
Nigeria can confidently look forward to a steady increase in its 
export trade. 

The deepening of the bar channel, and the execution of the 
schemes for increased wharfage accommodation and the bringing 
of the railway into Lagos, should materially improve trade faci­
lities and maintain Lagos in its position as the leading commer­
cial port on the Weni Coast of Africa. 

J. J. TiionnuuN, 
Colonial Secretary. 

9th October, 1909. 
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A P P E N D I X I. 

Wo«K LONOUCTKD AT T I I K JML'EIUAI* INSTITUTE DUIUNU THK Y ISA I t 1008 K b i t 
THK COLONY OF SOI*TIIKHN NIGKKIA. 

SCIENTIFIC ANT TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Reports from the Jmperial Institute have been made to the Govern­
ment of Southern Nigeria on the following subjects as a result o f investi­
gations conducted in the Scientific and Technical Department, followed, 
when necessary, by technical trials by manufacturers and commercial 
experts. In many cases recommendations have been made as to the further 
action which is required in the Colony in order to develop the production 
of those materials for which there would be a satisfactory commercial 
demand. 

. Rubber. 

A number of .specimens of Funtumia rubber, prepared in biscuit form, 
were submitted for examination and valuation in comparison with ordinary 
Benin lump rubber. One sample, described as " Anyo " rubber, had been 
imperfectly dried, but was of g o o d quality, and was valued at 2s. 6(/. to 
2s. 8d. per lb., with fine hard Para quoted at 3s. 5|(/. per lb. Samples of 
Benin lump rubber, received at the .same time, were valued at Is. 6(/. to 
Is. \\d. per lb. Three specimens of Funtlimia rubber in biscuits from 
Benin City were of rough appearance but of satisfactory composition, and 
were valued at from 2*. 8(/. to 3s. per lb., with fine hard Para at 
4s. G(/. per lb., and Benin lump at 2s. per lb. 

A sample of " Ubabikpan " rubber derived from Clitandru clastica was 
of very good quality and was valued at 2s. 8(/. to 2s. 10c?. per lb., with 
line hard Para at 3s. 5J(/. per lb. A thick rough biscuit of rubber from 
the Marodi vine was valued at 2s. 6</. per lb., with fine hard Para at 
3s. Id. 

A specimen of rubber believed to have been prepared from Ficus clastica 
was of low commercial value, as, although of good composition, it exhibited 
poor physical properties. 

Fibres. 

Thirty-one specimens of fibres and fibrous materials were examined, and 
many of the samples were of very prom using quality. Samples of jute 
fibre grown in Southern Nigeria were valued at CI5 to £16 per ton; a 
{sample of Stcrculia barteri fibre at from £15 to £20 per ton; the fibro of 
Eriudcndron anfractuosum at £18 to £19 per ton; the fibre of Ayuve riyida 
var. sisahuia at about £28 per ton; and a sample of Sanscvicria (/uin'i'nsis 
fibre at £28 to £30 per ton. 

Coiton. 

Samples of cotton from ibadan and from Aro (Lagos) were examined 
and found to compare favourably with standard commercial samples of 
similar varieties. A specimen of " Bateson's hybrid " was considerably 
depreciated in value by the presence of stains, but if this defect were 
remedied the cotton Mould probably realise a very satisfactory price, as 
it possessed good length and lustre. The rough native Varieties, par­
t icularly those from Lafenwa. Aro (Lagos), approached Peruvian cotton in 
quality. 

Specimens i»f native cotton from tile Ishan. Ifon, and Abeoktita dis­
tricts Mere examined, but Mere generally not very suitable for spinning. 
A specimen from Agbede, Ifon District, Mas, however, of very good quality 
and Mas valued at about per lb., witli ** middling " Amuriean at 
VOW. per lb. 
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Silk. 

Silk cocoons of Anuplw sp. wore forwarded for examination. Tho silk 
yielded by the.se cocoons was of good quality and might possibly bo worth 
from l.s\ C(/. to 2d\ per lb. 

Oil Svcds, 

A small consignment of Jkpan .seeds was examined for comparison with 
a sample previously received. The oil from these seeds could bo utilised 
for soap-making, for which purpose it would realise £21 10s. to £23 \0s. 
per ton, whilst if found suitable for tho preparation of edible fats it might 
be worth up to £30 per ton. It appears, however, that the seeds realise 
3</. per lb. in the native markets as an article of food, and their export 
as an oil-seed would not, therefore, be possible at present. 

A. further sample of Dika nuts was examined. The fat from the kernels 
would have for soap and candle manufacture about the same value as 
palm kernel oil, which at the date of examination was £27 5s. per ton. 
Information had been requested as to whether the nuts are available for 
export in large quantities, and, if so, whether they can bo collected, decor­
ticated, and the kernels prepared for shipment at a cost which will permit 
of the kernels being sold in the United'Kingdom at about £12 to £13 per 
ton. 

A further sample of " Nsa-sana " seeds (ttieinodemhon heuilclotii) Mas 
examined and submitted to a firm of varnish manufacturers for technical 
trial. It was found that the lUcinodendron oil is intermediate in proper­
ties between T'ung oil and linseed oil, and that it would be superior to 
the latter for certain purposes. Information was requested from the 
Government as to whether the seeds can be shelled in Southern Nigeria 
and shipped in commercial quantities at a cost which will enable the 
kernels to be sold at about £10 per ton c.i.f. London. In this case it was 
suggested that a consignment of one ton should be forwarded so that the 
oil may be expressed on a commercial scale and technical trials made 
with it. 

Specimens of oil berries of unknown botanical origin and a sample of 
the oil obtained from them were examined. The seeds appeared to h<> rich 
in oil and would probably be readily saleable. The oil was found to be 
a non-drying oil of a promising type, which might be valuable as an edible 
oil if carefully prepared. A further quantity of the seeds has been asked 
for in order that the oil may be fully examined and a commercial valua­
tion obtained. Information regarding the botanical source of the berries 
has also been requested. 

Foml-i/rtdna, 

Specimens of mai/.e from several districts were examined and were 
valued at from 2o>. to 26.s. per 480 lb. c.i.f. Liverpool. 

Samples of grey and brown millet were examined and submitted to 
commercial experts who valued the brown millet at 20$. and the grey 
millet at 22s. per 180 lb. c.i.f. London, but recommended the shipment 
of a small consignment of the grain in order that a more accurate valua­
tion might be arrived at. It appears from the local prices of the grains, 
however, that they could not be exported at a profit under present 
conditions. 

(titujer. 

A sample of undecortieated ginger which was examined was clean, dry,, 
well-prepared* and possessed a good aroma. It was valued at 48*. to Coi*. 
per cwt. 

Uesin.s. 

Thref sample* of elemi were examined and found to resemble Manila 
elomi in composition, but they were darker in colour, dirtier, and con-

http://the.se
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tuinod ie«s volatile oil (4*4 per cent, .as compared with 20 to 25 per cent, 
in good soft elemi from Manila). Manila elemi is at present worth 50*. 
to 70*. per ewt., but the demand for elemi of any kind is very restricted. 

Dyes. 

Samples of camwood stem and of camwood cake stated to bo derived 
from Ihiphia niticla were examined. The formation of the red dye was 
assorted to be due to the growth of a fungus, but no fungoid growth could 
be detected in'the wood. Further samples of tho dyewoods of Ptcrocarpvs 
tinctorius and Baphia nitida have been asked for, for the purpose of com­
parative examination. 

A sample of annatto seed was precisely similar to a sample from 
Southern Nigeria examined at the Imperial Institute in 1906. The value 
was H^d. per lb. 

Tobacco. 

Two samples of tobacco grown by natives in Ibadan wore examined. It 
rarely happens that tobacco grown and prepared by natives is suitable 
for consumption by Europeans, and it was scarcely to be expected that this 
tobacco would be found to be saleable in this country. The results of the 
examination, however, show that tobacco of good quality could probably 
be grown in Jbadan, and that it would be worth while to institute culti­
vation experiments under export supervision. 

Medicinal Plants. 

The fruit of Tctrapleura thoninyii were examined and the pulp from the 
pods was found to contain sugars, tannin, and a small quantity of 
"saponin." To the last-named constituent the detergent action of the 
fruits is probably due. 

Minerals, 

Tho work of the mineral survey was continued during tho year, and a 
large number of specimens collected by the survoyors were received at the 
Imperial Institute for examination. 

.EXHIBITION GALLKIUKS. 

The staff of the Colonial collections Of the Imperial Institute rendered 
considerable assistance in arranging and labelling the Southern Nigeria 
exhibits which were shown at the Franco-British Exhibition in London in 
1908. At the close of this exhibition all the specimens of economic pro­
ducts, as well as other articles from Southern Nigeria, wore transferred 
to the Imperial Institute for addition to the Court, which, when the re­
arrangement now in progress is completed, will afford a much better 
representation of the resources of the Colony. A new showcase for 
minerals and a stand for timbers have been provided. 

Mr. G . C. Dudgeon, the Inspector of Agriculture in West Africa, has 
rendered useful assistance in connection with the examination and exhibi­
tion at the Imperial Institute of products from Southern Nigeria. A 
copy of his report on the Agricultural and Forest Products of the Colony 
(1908), with the accompanying specimens, was forwarded to the Imperial 
Institute for consideration. Reports have been furnished from tho 
Imperial Institute on a number of products collected by him, and recom­
mendations have been made regarding subjects to which ho had directed 
attention. 
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Statement skoioing the importation of spirits' into Nigeria daring the five years 
ended[hist December, 1900. 

Year. 

1904 

1905 

1900 

1907 

1908 

3,190,339 

2,811,438 

3,321,903 

4,055,209 

3,235,070 

1 • 

11 

277,300 

262,256 

301,738 

385,505 

332,577 

479,846 

499,024 

Duty chargeable. Explanations. 

000,784 

806,943 

691,190 

From 1st March, 1905,3«. Od. tho 
imperial gallon, not exceeding 
12J degrees below proof by 
Sykes' hygrometer, and an 
additional $<J. for every degree 
or part of a degree in excess 
of 124 degrees. 

From 22nd December, 1906, 4*. 
the imperial gallon, not ex­
ceeding 50 degrees by Tralle's 
Alcoholometer, and an addi­
tional Id. for every degree or 
part of a degree in execs* of 
D0 degreeg. 

Same as 1906 

As above 

From 1st March, 1905, 
duty being charged on 
liquid gallons, tho flguren 
are so included in tho 
returns instead of in 
proof gallons, 

Spirit imports amounted 
to 10*0 per cent, of whole 
inward trade. 

Spirit imports amounted 
to 10 per cont. of whole 
inward trade. 

Spirit imports amounted 
to 7*78 per cent, of whole 
inward trade. 

* The quantify actually taken into consumption as shown for each year. 

A P P E N D I X III. 

Kxpanxion of Southern Niger'a, 1 9 0 0 - 8 . 

Hallways— 
Miles . . 
Passenger* •• 
Goods . . . . . . 
Jtocelptt, Oro**» 

Nvt.. . . 
Pontiil HUUiNUcft-

Letter* and Fottttard* 
Cotton Export* (Lint >— 

Weight.. 
Value , 

Palm Oil, Export* 
Value . . 

Palm Kernels, Kxportn 
Value 

Specie— 
Imj>o.U 
Exports 

Telegraph Lines ~ 
Miles . . . . 

No. 
. . Tons 

v 
. . No. 

. . Lbs. 
. . £ 

Imperial Gallons 
.. ' K 

Tons 
. . £ 

1900. 

available. 

24,080 
453 

12,701,585 
081,2;W 
85,621 

833,631 

210,803 
131,8̂ 1 

263 

fc'04. 

120 
116,267 
46,203 
60,1430 
0,942 

978,928 

1,148,551 
14,831 

10,225,175 
929 170 
139,788 

1,278,394 

289,577 
148,325 

608 

1907. 1908. 

187 
188,419 
82,900 

139,747 
05,312 

247 
212,748 
109,350 
146,382 
42,957 

1,738,308 1,923,904 

4,089,530 
97,043 

18,332,531 
1,313,900 

133,830 
1,058,292 

2,294,350 
53,317 

18,328,890 
1,154,033 

130,558 
1,424 595 

599,566 
130,802 

238,258 
73,377 

1,281 1,434 



COLONIAL REPORTS. 

The following recent reports relating to 
possessions have been issued, and may 
sources indicated on the title page 

His Majesty's Colonial 
be obtained from the 

No. 

590 
691 
592 
593 
594 
595 
59G 
597 
598 
599 
600 
601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 
608 
609 
610 
611 
612 
613 
614 
615 
616 
617 
618 
619 
020 
621 
622 
623 
624 
625 
626 
627 
628 
029 

No. 

56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 

» 63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 

A N N U A L . 

Colony, &c. 

Grenada . . . 
Leeward Inlands 
East Africa Protectorate 
Beehuanaland Protectorate 
Northern Nigeria 
Basutoland 
Swaziland ... . . . . . . . . . ••. 
St. Helena ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gibraltar ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Falkland Islands 
Uganda ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Imperial Institute 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
Ashanti ... . . . . . . ... . . . 
Ceylon ... . . . . . . . . . 
Weihaiwei 
Seychelles 
Jamaica ... . . . . . . . . . ••• 
Colonial Survey Committee 
Gambia ... . . . . . . ... 
Malta . . . . . . . . . . . . *•• 
Sierra Leone .. . . . . 
Turks and Caicos Islands.. 
Gold Coast... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
beehuanaland Protectorate 
Bahamas ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
St. Lucia ... . . . . . . ... ••• 
Hong Kong 
FIJI . . . . . . . . . . . . ••• 
Nyasaland Protectorate 
Barbados ... . . . ... . . . 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Straits Settlements . . . 
Somaliland Protectorate 
Mauritius 
St. Vincent... 
Jamaica ... . . . . . . ... .•• 
Swaziland 
Grenada ... . . . 
Leeward Islands 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

... ... 

... ... 

. . . 
• *. 

... 
•.. 
... 
... 
... 
... 

Year. 

1907 
1907-1908 

» 

» 

1908 

1907-1908 
1908 

» 

V 

1907-1908 
1908-1909 

1908 
1908-1909 

1908 
n 

1908-1909 

1908 

1908-1909 

1908 
1908-1909 

1908 
1908-1909 

n 

1908 
1908-1909 

Colony, &c. Subject. 

Turks Islands . . . 
Uganda ... 
British Colonies . . . 
Northern Nigeria 
Nyasaland Protectorate 
South Africa ... . . . 
Uganda... 
Imperial Institute 
Uganda 
Uganda 
Gold Coast 
Southern Nigeria 

Do . do 

Salt Industry. 
Governor's Tour. 
Fibres. 
Mineral Survey, 1906-7. 

„ 1907-8. 
Agriculture and Viticulture. 
Cotton Industry. 
Gums and Resins. 
Botanical and Forestry. 
Sleeping Sickness. 
Forests. 
Mineral Survey, 1905-6. 

1906-7. 


