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ST. HELEIA 4 ASCEISIOT SUPPLEMENT 10. 16

EDITORIAL

First an appology for an oaaisslon froa Suppleaent Ho 15. The Post Office
order fora on pages 26 and 27 was sent In by the dealer Steve Ellis, and I
failed to indicate this as such. Sorry Steve.

This issue sees sane varied articles from Ascension Air Mails (to be continued)
Royal Mall Steaaers 1870-1073, KGV Badge Issue varieties,new Inforaatlon on
St. Helena Tax Mark,The St. Helena Requisition Books in the British Library (to
be continued) and Post Office notices etc.

As many of you will have noted In the Secretary’s Mewslettcr, Bob Deakln has
arranged a aeeting for all those aeabers Interested in Ascension or St. Helena
to coincide with Autuan Staapex. The aeeting is to be held on Saturday 19th
October 1991, at The British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street,
London,EC 1. The aeeting will start at 2pa. Vould all those aeabers who will
be attending this aeeting please Infora Bob or ayself so we can get a rough
idea of expected attendance. Bob has asked if all those attending could bring
along a few sheets for display, along with any problea covers or iteas they
feel aay be of Interest to aeabers. Bob can be contacted at his hone address
atr-
CHILLIES,
MERES LAIE,
MAYFIELD,
EAST SUSSEX.

Hoping to see you all in October.

BUST WISHES, BliRHARD MABBETT

BERNARD MABBETT

34 VERONICA GREEI

GORLESTOI,

NORFOLK. IR31 8LE.

TEL (0493) 656147
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AIT UUUSUAL SEA/AIR COVER
FROM ASCENSION

BY JOHN ATTVOOD

This cover to Victoria, Australia bears the correct Empire surface rate of 3d.
for a letter weighing up to one ounce.

On arrival In London it was sent on by air to its destination, as evidenced by
the boxed O.A.T./F.S. handstamp and which stands for "Onward Air Transmission,
Foreign Section."

If there was space on the plane the G.P.O., London would, on an irregular basis,
nake up bundles of surface Empire nail, stamp the top cover with the letters
O.A.T. and have the bundles put on board the plane together with the regular
airmail. This handstanp does exist on Empire mail unboxed and sametines with
the letters F£. added.

As can be seen this handstamp in ite various permutations, boxed/unboxed and
with/without F.S., is far from commonplace. In this instance, being mall from
Ascension to Australia, it is quite a remarkable example of Ascension Postal
History.

I would be very interested to learn if any other VASC members have seen a
comparable handstamp emanating from Ascension or St. Helena.
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A STUDY OF ASCENSION A JENA IL

BRITISH AND AMERICAN

BY JOHN ATTWOOD

1. Registered letter to Egypt and postmarked 21st December, 1936.
This letter was carried by ship to Capetown and then on by air to its
destination. The postal charge for such a letter, weighing between a half and
one ounce, was made up as follows:-
Alrmail rate 1/Od.
Surface rate 3d.
Registration fee 3d.
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2. Registered letter to Switzerland and postnarked 28th larch, 1950.
This letter was carried by ship to the U.K. and then on by air to its
destination. The postal charge for such a letter, weighing between one and two
ounces, was made up as follows

Surface/air wail rate l/0d.
Registration fee 4d.

Froa the 15th October, 1947 the Surface and Air nail charges were coabined
into one single quoted charge.
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3. Postcard to Leipzig which was onward carried, as required by the sender, to
Praha (Prague) and was postnarked Ascension on the 5th October, 1964.

The "Ion reclaae" label indicates that the postcard was not chained on arrival.

The postal charge of l/7d. was that for a postcard sent by sea to South Africa
and then on by air to its foreign destination.
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4. Registered letter to Berlin and postmarked 15th February 1965.
Fran 23rd May, 1960 until 1st May, 1967 Airmail fro* Ascension was carried by
the U.S. Air Force to Florida for on-carriage by B.O.A.C. to the U.K. In this
instance, onward carriage to Berlin was by commercial airline.
The postal charge was 8d. plus a registration fee of 4d.

The first Airmail despatch from the Ascension Wideawake Airport to Great
Britain via Piarco Airport, Trinidad, was on the 10th May, 1958. This resulted
from prolonged negotiations with the British G.P.O., the Foreign Office, The
Colonial Office, B.O.A.C., the Trinidad Government, the U.S. State Department and
the U.S. Air Force Gtilitary Air Transport Services).
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5. Registered Foraula letter to Birmingham and postmarked 28th Movember,
1967.
From May 1967 until March 1972, U.K. Airmail fro» Ascension was carried by the
U.S. Military Air Transport Services to Antigua for on-carriage by B.O.A.C. to
the U.K.
froa 27th June, 1967 to 7th March, 1971 the airmail rate for letters to the
U.K. was l/6d. for the first half ounce. In this instance, a registration fee
of 4d. was added.
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6. Letter fro* a Mr. Western, and employee of the British Broadcasting
Company, at the Relay Station on Ascension and postmarked 25th Bov ember, 1973.
From March 1972 until June 16th, 1982, U.K. Airmail was carried by the U.S. Air
Force to Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, iron where it was transfered to
Xlnal for on-carriage by B.O.A.C. to the U.K.

From 8th March, 1971 until the end of February, 1976, the airmail rate for
letters to the U.K. was 9p. for the first half ounce.
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7. An aerogramme from a Mr. Moyce of Cable and Wireless on Ascension and
postmarked 11th October 1974.

The 5p. airmail rate tai- aerogrammes from Ascension applied worldwide from
1st October, 1973 until the end of February, 1976.
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8. An example of a maritime airmail letter which was posted aboard the S.S.
"Ugnada", the 15Mp. stamp received the PAQUbBOT cancellation and Ascension
c.drs. on arrival at Ascension. The date stamp being applied prior to being
onward carried by air to ite destination.

PAGE 11 THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY
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UNSTAMPED O.H.M.S. NAIL

1. Unstamped and registered "O.H.M.S." cover to Luton from the Ascension Post
Office.
The "01 POSTAL SERVICE" handstamp Is the third type so far recorded.
The hollow ground two-line "Official Paid" handstamp is recorded as having
been in use from the 22nd October, 1976 until the 27th January, 1983 when it
was superseded by a straight line Marking.

!
ON HER MAJESTY’S SERVICE.
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The back flap of this
cover is sealed with
an oval handstanp of
the Administrator’s
Office in purple ink.

There is a suprising
and unexplained
period of 15 days
between being stamped
with the Ascension
c.d.s. of 8th February
1967 and being
despatched by the
Adm inistrator *s
Office.
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM SHIPS OP THE 1870's
AT ST. HELEIA

BY TREVOR HEARL

Postal Historians tracking letters sent out on 'the Cape run' may find the
following timetable helpful. It sepcifles when and which ships arrived from
England and the Cape at St. Helena between January 1870 and lovember 1873.
The table is taken from THE ST, _HELHIA__AIIUAL_ RKGISTER^I'OR-IOZA so that it
deals, not with a proposed future timetable, but presumably with what actually
happened.

Details of the ships listed can be had from two recent publications. Duncan
Haws: IRRCHAIT FLEETS UIIOI, CASTLE AID PIIQI-CASTLE LUES Is a directory
outlining the career of every ship in those fleets, with a brief history of the
firms involved. V. H. Mitchell A L.A. Sawyer: THE CAPE RUI is an llustrated
history of the Union-Castle service to South Africa and the ships employed.
Anyone at all interested in this mall route would find them both valuable
works of reference, the former published in 1990 (flexl-cover £11.95), the
latter in 1987 (hard-back, at £13.95) available from all bookshops, or if any
difficulty by post from the South Atlantic Book Dept., Vaterstone's Booksellers,
Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos, (phone 0242 512722), where Mary Vanderplank is
the specalist.

I am also Indebted to Mr. Ilcholas Thorpe of V.A. Tharpe A Sons, St. Helena,
publishers of SL_Helena 15021059 and Records of St, Helena for sending a
copy of the timetable from Jamcxstown.

Arrival of Royal Mall Steamers from England

YEARS

MOITHS 1870 1871 1872 1873

January Saxon 2 lortbam 3 Celt
llunube

1
29

Saxon
Horseman

4
30

February Morseman 4 Celt 2 Celt 25

March

Celt in
lieu of
Briton

27 Briton 8 Saxon 8 Syria
African

12
25

April Cambrian 2 Saxon 2 Mortham
Syria

3
29
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YEARS

HOTTHS 1870 1871 1872 1873

May Rowan 7 Northam 4 European 5

June Horthan 2 Cambrian 5 European 5 Syria 5

July Ratal 7 Roman 6 Horseman 5 African 6

August Briton 3 Saxon 4 Celt 1 European 4
Danube 29

September Horseman 2 Horthan 2 Syria 5
Syria 30

October Saxon 2 European 3 Asiatic 5

Hov ember Cumbrian 5 Ronan 3 lortham 2 Teuton 5
Syria 30

Decenber Ronan 2 Horsenan 4

Arrival of Royal Mail Steamers from Cape of Good Hope

YEARS

nOUTHS 1870 1871 1872 1873

January Celt 13 Roman 12 Norseman 12 Syria 11
Cambrian 29 Harseraan 27 lortham 28 Danube 26

February Saxon 12 Horthan 12 Celt 12 Saxon 12
Roman 27 Dane 27 Syria 27 Ronan 27

March Horseman 13 Celt 13 Danube 12 lortham 13
Hartham 28 Cambrian 29 Ronan 28 Celt 22

April Ratal 15 Briton 13 Saxon 13 Syria 13
Cambrian 28 Roman 27 Horsemarl 27 Danube 22
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TEAR

MOITH 1870 1871 1872 1873

May Celt 13 Saxon 13 Mort ham 12 Briton 14
Briton 29 Celt 27 Teuton 22

June Roman 13 Morseman 14 Syria 12 European 12
lorseman 30 lortham 29 Danube 28 Mart ham 23

July Hui thorn 15 Celt 14 European 14 Syria 13
Saxon 28 Syria 28 Briton 29 Danube 22

August Himalaya 13 Cambrian 13 Monseman 12 African 12
Cambrian 28 Roman 29 Wortham 28 Teuton 24

September Briton 13 8axon 14 Celt 13 European 12
Roman 28 loroemnn 29 Syria 26 Briton 25

October Morseman 11 Mortham 13 Danube 12 Syria 13
lorthan 27 Celt 28 Saxon 27 American 22

lovember Syria 12 European 13 Asciatlc 12
Celt 27 Cambrian 28 Horseman 27 African 22

December Cambrian 12 Roman 13 northan 12
Briton 28 Saxon 27 Celt 27

Ve also welcome to the island the RAF 'Mail Run Two Expedition'. Led by S.
Roulston. The six man team will present a new Letter Box and Stamp to the
Historical Society. The new Box will be at Morth Vest Point. They also hope
to walk all the other Letter Boxes during their weeks stay.
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Statistical Additions to Some "Half" Varieties

by R.G. Stanton

After reading the article by David Lewis on pages 30 to 31 of the St. Helena and Ascension
Supplement No. 15, I decided to offer some additional facts that amplify the information
given. Let me start with a few notes that emphasize several important principles that are
frequently ignored.

Note 1. Browned gum is not really a misfortune. Most of the later printings had brownish
gum; many had heavy brown gum. Gum is one of the important means of distinguishing
printings.

Note 2. We should be careful not to think that the position of a stamp determines the
varieties on it. The printing is even more important, since varieties developed and evolved
through various printings. There were many causes of changes: plate wear, repairs, and
(especially) methods of storage of the plates (most changes occurred between printings, just
as happened with the King George V Heads of Australia, where the methods of storing plates
were equally poor). The evolution of varieties through the printings has frequently been
ignored by past writers on St. Helena badges. The sort of study that is most valuable is a
study like those made of the King George V Heads of Australia; in particular, the study of the
Id red (later printed in violet and in green) is a model for all specialists. That study traces the
development of the varieties on each position through the various printings, colours, and
printers. Perhaps I might add that it is also of considerable importance to determine the order
in which the various stamps in one printing order were printed, since some varieties
developed during a printing (notably the tom flag which, despite the note in Gibbons, did
NOT appear on all stamps from the first printing in 1922). There is at least one remarkable
case in which the vignette plate was repaired DURING the run of a particular stamp (the four
penny run in 1923).

Note 3. Many "specialists" err in the definition of a variety. A variety is not a one-time
fluke, and something that has been seen only once is not a variety. I have, in my reference
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collection, many striking "one-time flukes" like "void comers" and "moon in the sky"; some
auction catalogues have been known to list other "varieties" like "hole in the hull". Collectors
should not be misled into attaching any great value to such auction house descriptions
(beware also of "white varieties" that are really scuffs on the surface of the soft paper of the
badge issue!). Once you see something a bit unusual, put it aside and WAIT; it is not a
variety until you have established that it occurs at least serni-constantly in a fixed position.
Actually, with a bit of experience, you get a very good "gut feeling" for what is likely to turn
out to be a real variety.

Note 4. There were seven printings of the halfpenny, and 60 stamps on each sheet. This
gives a total of 420 different stamps. In order to be reasonably sure of having representatives
of each position from each printing, one should therefore be looking at a statistical reference
collection of at least 2500 stamps. However, some of the stamps may be over-inked or
under-inked, and therefore not easily identifiable; so this number should probably be raised
to about 35(X) for good measure. Considering the vast number of halfpennies printed, and the
cheapness of the stamp, this is a reasonably modest number. (Incidentally, at least one
British dealer claims that the halfpenny stamp is rare with a black centre, and prices it at
about 4 pounds! Don't buy! Such a price is based on the faulty argument that the deep
carmine red of the penny halfpenny was printed in 1937 and is pricey; therefore the
hallpenny, which was printed with a black centre at the same time, should also be pricey.
The fallacy in this argument is that there are plenty of copies of the 1937 printing of the
halfpenny available; furthermore, there were several other printings with a black centre, and
so, even if the 1937 printing were rare, one can not conclude that all black centres derive
from the 1937 printing.)

Now for some additional information on the stamps noted by David Lewis. I will follow the
same order as he used and will restrict myself to the cases that he mentions. From my
comments, it will appear that a very large percentage of the stamps which he acquired did
come from the seventh and final (1937) printing of the halfpenny.

Stamp 1. The "white blob on the frame line above the EL" is the "bubble in the water
variety". It only occurs on the seventh printing of the halfpenny. However, it does occur on
all the other stamps of that printing (the one penny, the two penny, and the penny halfpenny
in carmine red). Since this is a late (indeed the latest) printing of the halfpenny, it also shows 
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the two other late vignette flaws, namely, the rope stretching from the cliff to the rock and the
white rectangular "blob" on the rock (which science fiction enthusiasts can think of as an
invading alien life form; or as snow - both equally unlikely in St. Helena). Position 1 can
also be verified by the frame variety on the halfpenny - two chips in the upper left comer;
this is present on most copies.

Stamp 2. The 1923 printings have the well known "shooting star" variety just above the
rock. The later printings have this flaw repaired, but close scrutiny reveals dents in the same
lines of shading, and the "remains" of the repaired flaw are always evident, unless the stamp
is grossly over-inked. However, the most prominent identifier of Position 2 on the halfpenny
is the flax leaf re-entry in the border plate; this is always clear, no matter what printing is
involved. The feature that Mr. Lewis mentions is a sort of "doubling" that occurs on a
number of values, in a number of positions. It occurs on position 2 of the halfpenny on the
1937 printing, although some copies have the faint lines so close to the original shading lines
that they become imperceptible.

Block of 5/6/17/18. The variety on stamp 18 is bound to appear since it occurred on all '-
printings except the 1922 printing (and the first printing of the halfpenny was in 1923). This
particular variety, the two "white buoys" in the water, is just as prominent as the three
famous varieties listed in Gibbons. The vignette variety on stamp 6 can be obscured by
over-inking, although the broken crown on some printings is a great help in plating. I am not
sure what Mr. Lewis refers to when he speaks of a variety on stamp 5. He may be referring
to the "break in the lower vignette frame 1 mm from the left" that has been described by
several authors (copying one another). This variety does not exist and can be added to the list
of errors in the literature (on a few stamps there is the merest trace of weakness, but you need
a lot of imagination to see it, and it is never a "break"). Stamp 5 is most readily identified by
the "dent in the right vignette frame opposite the middle yard"; this is very clear. The "rope
down the cliff is prominent enough on lightly inked copies, but can be obscured on heavily
printed copies. Stamp 17, of course, shows a well known vignette variety, but this evolved
considerably during the various printings. (Since I have referred to one imaginary variety, let
me mention the vignette variety, listed in several sources, on stamp 10; do not seek out this
"weakness in the face of the rock variety"; it does not exist.)
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Stamp 12. This break is very close to the position of a similar break on stamp 29.
However, the break on stamp 29 is a standard break; the break on stamp 12 occurred on the
last printing of the halfpenny and is a slanting "feathered" break; incidentally, stamp 12 also
shows a slanting break in the mizzen mast (this break occurred earlier, and slants in the
opposite direction to the break in the upper vignette frame).

Stamp 13. The variations mentioned by Mr. Lewis fall in somewhat different categories.
The weakness at the water line in the right vignette frame stems from the very beginning of
the printings, and is the only way to identify Stamp 13 on the 1922 printings (except when
there is a border plate variety, such as docs occur on some values). The mashed left frame
and the two breaks in the bottom frame arc late developments and characterize the printings of
1936 and 1937. Again, it should be emphasized that the broken mainmast, like all other
varieties, evolved during the printings and its development can be traced (however, one must
not be misled by variations due merely to inking problems).

Stamp 14. The weakness and breaks in the bottom frame are features of the evolution of
this position; they have an interesting history that can be traced through the entire life of the
plate. Later Mr. Lewis refers to a copy without breaks; I am sure that if he looks closely, he
will detect a weakness. Although complete breaks do not occur on all printings, there is
always some sort of weakness, or faint gouging out of the bottom vignette frame, even on
the 1922 printing.

Stamp 21. See Note 3 concerning single occurrences of any feature. I would be very
dubious about this variety. 1 have examined a good selection of stamps from position 21, and
do not find this "black spot in white patch" on any of them. So I shall wait to be convinced.

Stamp 27. The "crimp" in the upper right vignette frame is a prominent feature of stamp 27;
the iorm of the crimp was subject to evolution (and to inking). The other break mentioned is
faint, and can easily be obscured by over-inking, but it does tend to be clearer on the later
printings.
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Stamp 32. The "V-shaped break to the right of the mizzen mast" is "St Elmo's Fire", the
prominent "discharge" from the point of the flagpole. The size and shape of the emission
vary over the different printings and provide important information about the development of
the vignette on Stamp 32; "St. Elmo's Fire is much more characteristic of stamp 32 than the
more widely publicized break in the eleventh shading line. The border plate variety
mentioned, namely, a white line from the third lily to the inner border plate frame, only
occurs on the last printing of the halfpenny; that is why most copies of stamp 32 do not show
this variety.

Stamp 36. This "break" is really a white vertical "stick in the water"; it developed late and
appears only in the fourth and later printings of the halfpenny. It may not be very clear on
heavily printed stamps.

Stamp 45. The usual break, 1 mm from the left, in the top vignette frame was constant
through the life of the plate. However, it was not particularly deep and is frequently obscured
by over-inking or even just heavy printing. For instance, it is never visible on stamps like the
2 shilling.

Stamp 53. This variety is a plate scratch that developed and has a history; it stretched from
the top to the bottom of the vignette, basically running down the mizzen mast and then
turning left. Some retouching eliminated the upper half of the scratch (though evidence of the
retouching remained). Heavy inking may make the scratch difficult to detect.

Stamp 57. The break over the A occurs only on the last printing; it does indeed occur on
stamp 57.

Stamp 60. Again, the break over the L occurs only on the last printing.

The "dent in the outer medallion frame at the bottom" is probably the dent on stamp 28 (since
no illustration of the exact location of the dent is provided, I can only speculate, but that is the
only stamp having a prominent dent in the medallion frame).
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"T hree copies with break in outer right vignette frame 1.5 mm from top right hand comer" is
a slightly unclear description. The vignette has only one frame. If the reference is to the inner
frame of the border plate, then the description fits stamp 42 very well. The break on stamp 42
is horizontal (unlike a similar break, a little higher, on stamp 12). To check that stamp 42 is
involved, one can look at the left bar of the cross on the repaired flag, but also at the break in
the seventh shading line, just above (and slightly to the right of) the mizzen mast.

The "break in top frame 4 rnm. from left" on the stamp to the left of the one just described
would then appear on stamp 41. Indeed, there is such a break in the top vignette frame of
stamp 41, although it is not particularly prominent and developed late. Stamp 41 is very
easily identified, but not by the flaw listed in the literature (the upward tilt of the first line on
the stem does not appear on all printings). Stamp 41 always has the "fifth shading line with a
weak right-hand end" just next to the right hand vignette frame; there is also a "scratch-like
line" that trails off from this line down toward the left, but this can only be seen on faintly
inked copies. However, another prominent feature of stamp 41 is the "2-5-8 break". This is a
line of breaks (slanting down to the left) with breaks in the second, fifth, and eighth lines of
shading to the right of the mainmast (the break in the eighth line, just below the top yard, is
always visible). This slanting line continues with a break in the twelfth line just right of the
mainmast and a break in the fifteenth line, just to the left of the mainmast. The break in the
twelfth line is almost always very clear and characteristic (I trust that I may be forgiven for
giving this considerable detail, since the features of stamp 41 do not appear to have been
listed in print before this).

Stamp 4. "Top left value tablet broken" on Stamp 4. No description of the break is
provided; if it is the very prominent flaw that damaged both the value tablet and the letter P,
then one can state that this flaw only occurred on the first printing of the halfpenny, in 1923.
It was then repaired; the. repair was done well, although traces of the repair can still be seen
on later printings.

Stamp 13. 1 do not quite understand this note at the end of the article; I think it merely
emphasizes the evolutionary nature, of the three late flaws that developed on Stamp 13
(mashing of the left frame of the vignette, and two damaged portions in the bottom frame of
the vignette).
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The "retouching" in the Sandafayre copy (which was estimated at far too high a price) is not
particularly uncommon. It is not a retouch, and it can occur in different positions. I am
unsure of the exact cause of the phenomenon; possibly some sort of rocking of the plate led
to this result, which is something like a "kiss print". It can occur either to the left or the right
of the vignette frame and usually, but not always, tends to occur on stamps in the first two

columns or last two columns of the plate. This phenomenon is related to the "small lines"
described by Mr. Lewis in his note on stamp 2. It is also related to the prominent "doubling"
effect that occurs in stamps from the bottom row of the sheet (stamps 49 - 60) in the bottom
shading lines that lie between the name tablet and the bottom border frame (this is particularly
notable on the four penny and the eight penny values, especially on position 53).

In order not to make this article too long, I have deliberately restricted myself to further
comments on the stamps mentioned in the article by Mr. Lewis. There are many other
interesting vignette and border plate varieties to be found on the halfpenny (it is particularly
rich in border plate varieties), and the evolution of these through the various printings is a
fascinating (though lengthy) study. Of course, one must not study the vignette varieties in
isolation, since the evolution of the vignette has to be studied through all printings of all
values from the first stamp printed (the one penny value of 1922) to the last stamp printed
(the seven and six of 1937). Many positions have very interesting histories, although the
most interesting of all is probably the story of what happened to stamp 29.

Of which, more anon.

© 1991, by R.G. Stanton
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FOR THE RECORD

THE TYPE 2 TAX MARK

BY PETER COTTIS

A recent addition to my colectlon Is a P.P.C. to the U.K. dated 16th December
1902. The card was completely unfranked and received the Type 2. boxed Tax
Nark. In edition to the Tax Mark It received on arrival in the U.K. a large 2d
with 620 (520?) underneath it. If any member can give me a reason for the
number under the 2d I would be most grateful.

The Type 2. Tax Mark was entered on the G.P.O. record books on 6th June 1902,
and until now the earliest recorded date of use has been 20th September 1905.
This card now brings forward that date by almost three years.
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RIIS ST. HELEHA

MAIDEE VOYAGE

A recent addition to ny collection is a cover that was posted on board the new
RMS St. Helena on her Maiden Voyage. The cover was posted on the leg frcn
St. Helena to Capetown and on arrival there received the Cape Town Paquebot
c.d.s. for 10th December 1990. The cover also received a double oval handstamp
inscribed "R.M.S. "ST. HELEIA’/POSTBD AT SEA" between the two ovals and "MAIDEE
VOYAGE" in the centre. The outer oval has a thick serrated edge.

i+q LcL/)ey

AT SEA

' Phillmal I

THE ILL FATED MA IDEE VOYAGE

OF THE RIIS ST. HELEUA

The brand new shuttle vessel the RMS St. Helena has had an eventful strart to
her life as St. Helena's supply line. The voyage South went well, but on the
return leg froa St. Helena one of her engines broke down. She was forced to
put into Lisbon, Portugal for emergency repairs.
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She then 1 in ped hone on one engine. All nail was unloaded for forwarded on
by Air Mail, this Included all surfcace Mall. All the surface Mail waiting at
Ascension was forwarded by Air fron Ascension. Covers to look for fron this 
voyage are dated late Decenber fro® St,
Ascension. I have covers from both St.
been sent surface wail, but both case
respectlvly.

Helena and January/February 1991 fron
Helena and Ascension that should have
Air Mail froM Lisbon and Ascension

Mr. David Patrick,
3 Mullbery Green,
Upper Oddington,
Nr. Moreton in Marsh
Glos. GL56 OXP
ENGLAND. ?OSr-

HANL

TOTAL TO PAY Q

Cover froM ill fated voyage sent Air Mail from Lisbon. Cover received postage
due Marking. This was not collected as cover endorsed on reverse "Late off
lew RMS at Lisbon 6-7 Jan 1991".

The Lowland Lancer took over as shuttle supply ship while the RMS St. Helena
underwent repairs for a new engine. The Lowland Lancer nay be nore faMlliar
to sone of you as the R.F.A. Sir Lancerlot froM the Falklands Campaign.
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THE ST. HELEIA COLLECT IOIS
H THE BRITISH LIBRARY

THE REQUISITIOI BOOKS

BY B. MABBETT

The requisition books for the St. Helena stamp issues from 1921 to 1940 make
very Interesting reading. They list every despatch of stamps ;t he date they
were due to bo despatched ;the day they were actually despatched;number of
stanps and shots in each despatch, and occasonally numbers sent to dealers.
For those who study the KGV 1922-27 Badge Issue they are most helpful for
identifying the different printings and the numbers of stamps issued from each
printing.

1922 LANDSCAPES - Requisition lumber 109/21

Id. 1972+40/60
lkd.2029
3d. 2015+6/60
Due 9/11/1921 Despatched 28/10/1921 By Parcel Post.

1922-27 Badge Issue - Requisition Humber 134/21

Id. 15,000 stanps + 9,000 stamps to dealers.

6d. 10,000 stanps + 6,000 stamps to dealers.

1/- 8,000 stamps + 6,000 stanps to dealers.

l/6d.6,000 stanps + 4,800 stamps to dealers.

2/6d.6,000 stanps + 3,600 stamps to dealers.

5/- 5,000 stamps + 2,160 stamps to dealers.

7/6d.5,000 stamps + 1,500 stamps to dealers.

10/- 5,000 stamps + 1,200 stamps to dealers.

15/- 5,000 stamps + 1,000 stamps to dealers.

£1 5,000 stamps + 720 stanps to dealers.
Due 18/4/1922 Despatched 16/5/1922
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1922-27 cont

Requsltlon Muaber 776

Md. 120,000 stupe

l*d. 120,000 stups

2d. 120,000 stupe

3d. 120,000 stupe

4d. 120,000 stupe

8d. 120,000 stupe

Due 30/11/1922 Despatched 3/1/1923

Requisition limber 794

Id. 120,000 stupe

Due 4/4/1923 Despatched 9/4/1923

Requisition limber 860

6d. 60,000 stups

Due 23/3/1925 Despatched 13/3/1925

Requisition limber 921

2d. 60,000 staipG (Urgent order)

1/- 30,000 stupe

l/6d.l4,000 stups + 6,000 to dealers.

2/6d. 15,200 stupe + 4,800 to dealers.

5/- 12,600 stupe + 2,400 to dealers.

Due 26/1/1926 Despatched 3/12/1926
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Requisition lumber 936

5d. 30,000 stamps

2/- 20,000 stamps

Due 3/6/1927 Despatched 23/7/1927  

Reguisltion lumber 1005

2d. 60,000 stamps

Due 16/7/1928 Despatched 11/7/1928  

Requisition Humber 1104

Id. 60,000 stamps

Despatched 25/3/30 

Reguisltion Humber 1242

ltd. 60,000 stamps

Id. 60,000 stamps

2d. 60,000 stamps

Due 10/2/32 Despatched 17/2/32   

SILVER JUBILEE

Requisition Humber 1395/1

llfcd. 30,000 stamps + 21,000 to dealers.

2d. 30,000 stamps + 18,000 to dealers.

6d. 12,000 stamps + 11,400 to dealers.
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SILVER JUBILEE cont:-

1/- 9,000 stamps + 10,200 to dealers.

Due 7/3/1935 Despatched 11/3/1935

1934 - CEITEIABY

Requisition lumber 1301

Id. 36,000 stamps I 36,000 stamps to dealers.

Id. 36,000 stamps + 21,000 stamps to dealers.

lid. 24,000 staaps + 16,000 stamps to dealers.

2d. 36,000 staapo + 15,000 stamps to dealers.

3d. 12,000 stamps + 12,000 staaps to dealers.

6d. 12,000 staapo + 10,200 stamps to dealers.

1/- 6,000 stamps + 8,400 stamps to dealers.

2/6d. 3,000 staaps + 5,400 stamps to dealers.

5/- 3,000 stamps + 4,200 stamps to dealers.

10/- 2,400 staapo + 2,400 stamps to dealers.

Due 18/1/1934 Despatched 25/1/1935

To be continued in Supplement 17.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SPECIAL ISSUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS

On Thursday 2nd May, 1991 the Post Office will Issue a set of five
stamps entitled "Uniforms Part II".

The five stamps will depict uniforms of officers etc. of regiments on
St. Helena during 1897 as follows:—

13p Officer. Leicestershire Regiment 1897
15p Officer. York and Lancaster Regiment 1897
20p Colour Sergeant. Leicestershire Regiment 1897
38p Drummer/Flautist. York and Lancaster Regiment 1897
45p L/Corporal. York and Lancaster Regiment 1897

Sets of stamps costing £1.31 and Official First Day Covers at £1.61 each
will be on sale from the Post Office, Jamestown from the day of issue for
a period of three months provided stocks last.

R. A. Legg,
Postmaster.

The Post Office, St. Helena,
29th April, 1991.

Printed at the Government Printing Office. The Castle. St. Helena.
23/150/1991 G. C STEVENS. Government Printer.
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KKDICTIO^OI rOSTAOE
ON LETTERS TO THE

ISLAND of ASCENSION

11, 1307. *

<)N and from the 1st April next,
the Postage upon Letters, conveyed.
cither by Packet or by Private Ship,
between the United Kingdom and
Ascension, will be reduced to an
ini form rate of—

For a Letter not exceeding1 Half an Ounce in
weight............................................... ’.06

Ditto, exceeding Half an Ounce, and not ex­
ceeding Ono Ounce . . . . .10

Ditto, exceeding Ono Ounce, and not ex­
ceeding Two Ounces . . . .20

and so on, increasing One Shilling for
every additional Ounce or Fraction of
an Ounce.

The Postage of Letters to/
Ascension must, in all cases, be paid
in advance.

GENERAL POST Ol'FICV
27th Marell, 1857.

Ry Command of tho Postmaster-Gencr.il,
ROWLAND; IIILIy,

Secretary.
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42. WI.

1990

W WIA & Mil.
BOOKS, &c„

FOR

On the 1st October next, and
thenceforward, the privileges of the
Colonial Book Post will be extended
to Book Packets transmitted between
the United Kingdom and the Colony
of Victoria by Packet, by way of South­
ampton, and between the United King­
dom and the Island of Ascension by
Packet or by Private Ship.

By Command of the Bostmnster-Gcneral,

ROWLAND HILL,
GENERAL POST OFFICE Secretary.

September, 1857.

xXD Fajuxju. rAT«*J>uma b. c—naxrxaa ro oxa majdfto rrxnoTDT orrra..

1
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Foreign & Colonial Parcel Post.
ST. VALENTINES DAY.

Preacnb iucli m Books, Gimm, (fcnrvci, Perhiroei, Trinkets or other
OhmomdU, Fancy Articles, Ac., intended to be rent as

VALENTINES
TO PLACES ABROAD

Posted in Advance
JlAn under:—

A.—FOR THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE.
Wei Icee then frnra Ave to ten da ye before BL Valentlnae Dey ac-erdlnf to the locality.

B. FOR BRITISH COLONIES AND POSSESSIONS AND EGYPT.

c>..r, a«. To reach about
nt. Valentlna'a Day

(JAPE TOWN ............
‘“•"“2 x';*-4-

[Other Towne In the Cape
Oelony will, of rourve,
receive the Farcela
later]

AfJCENUIOM...............
fiT. HELENA ............

j mi. J.no.ry
WEST INDIES ........
[Antliae, Barbadoe,
Biltlah Galena, Domi­
nica, Grenada, Jamaica,
Men tear rat, Navia, It
Kitta, Bi. Lucia, tit
VInrcnL Tobago, Tor­
tola, Trinidad]

SOih January

Celeay, Ac.
To reach about

IL Valentina's Day

fllHRAT.TAR................
MALTA ......................
EGYPT .....................

DOMINION OF
CANADA ................

[m.w Druuxwkk. Hora
Beotia, filoci Inward
leland, Trovlnce cf
Ontario]

[North WeetTerrltorlea,
Province of Manitoba,
Brltlah CoInmbla.Tan-
couvcra lalaod)...........

NEWFOUNDLAND-.

| let Febrwary

23lh January

77lh January

| 20th January

3rd February

general tost office, By Command of the Poituiaetor-General
10 January 1BIT. 

(1*1) rrtalU M >Im Butiiewy oao. ty W. r. UairriiM X Maa, La, •V“r». OU 1 —I.C.
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No. 56.

I X sin q?

' CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, NATAL,
ST. HELENA, & ASCENSION.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE ON LETTERS SENT
DIRECT BY SEA AND DESPATCH OF SUPPLE­
MENTARY MAILS VIA LISBON.

(Amended Notice in place of No. 51.)

CORRESPONDENCE for the Cnpo of Good Hope, Natal, St. Helena, and Ascension may now be
sent cither by sea direct or in Supplementary Molls via Lisbon.

The Union Steam Ship Company’s Mail Packets to be despatched from this country on
Friday the 19th of October, and fortnightly thenceforward, will leave Southampton early in
tho afternoon and proceed to Lisbon -without calling at Plymouth. Correspondence intended
for conveyance by sea direct on board those Packets should be posted in time for despatch
by tho train leaving London at 11.15 o.in. on alternate Fridays.

The Castle Packets Company’s Mail Steamers to ho despatched on Friday the 26th of
October, and fortnightly thenceforward, will leave Dartmouth for Lisbon in the afternoon;
and correspondence intended for conveyance by sea direct on board those steamers should be
posted in lime for despatch by a special train leaving London at 8.55 a.m. on alternate
Fridays.

Supplementary Mails will be sent overland to meet the Packets of both lines at Lisbon,
and will leave London every Saturday morning. Correspondence for that route should be
posted in time for the Continental Day Mail Train leaving Londou nt 8.25 a.m. on Saturdays.

The rates of postage will be as follows :—
By direct Sea Route Via Lisbon.

6d. the A oz.
2d. the 4 oz. )

For Letters . .
For Newspapers 

4d. the A oz.
Id. the 4 oz. 1

For each Newspaper.)’ for each Newspaper.)
For Packets of Books, Printed

Papers. Patterns, or Sampica
Not weighing over 1 oz. . . lid.

3d.
id.

4d.

Id.
2d.
3d.
3d.

a- • II • Ilf, V v l_ 1 A Ui. .
Over 1 oz. but not over 2 oz. .v.va * va.. u u a 11V b UVUT X U 4. ,

., 2 oz. ,. „ 4 oz. .
Every additional 4 oz. . .
Registration fee for all classes 1 „, ,,

of Correspondence ... J

Unpaid and Insufficiently paid letters for the Cape and Natal will still be chargeable on
delivery with the deficient postope and a fine of sixpence, as at present; those for St. Helena
with double the deficient postage. To Ascension no unpaid or insufficiently paid letters will
be forwarded.

GENERAL POST OFFICE, By Command of the Postmaster General.
I (’.Hi fh tobcr, ISS3.
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1

Mails for St. Helena
and Ascension.

AN- alteration is about to be made in the arrangements for serving the
Islands of St. Helena and Ascension, which, especially ns regards
Ascension, will afford more convenient postal facilities.

The Islands will for the most part be served by the intermediate
steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company and of the Castle Mail
Packets Company, instead of by the regular Cape Packets ns at present;
the regular Packets being used only on a few exceptional occasions on
which no suitable intermediate steamer may be available.

The new service will commence on the 24th of this month, and no
Mail for St. Helena or Ascension' will be despatched by the regular
('ape Packets on the 19th instant or the other dates enumerated in the
Post Office Guide for the current quarter. The dates of departure and
arrival of the Mails under the new arrangement will be as follows:—

Leave

LONDON

Arilve nt

ST. HELENA

Leave

BT. HELENA

Arrive at
ASCENSION

(leaving nn>e day)

Arrive In

LONDON

21 July

16 August

18 September

11 Octobef*

18 November

6 December

10 August

2 September

5 October

28 October

30 November

23 December

19 August

7 September

10 October

2 November

9 December

28 December

22 August

10 September

13 October

5 November

12 December

81 December

4 September

24 September

27 October

10 November

25 December
1890.

14 January

In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and arrival
cannot be absolutely guaranteed, but the dates given in the foregoing
table will be adhered to as closely as possible.

By Order of tho Postmaster General.
GENERAL POST OFFICE.

2 July, J 889.
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