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ST. HELEKA 4 ASCEKSIOM SUPPLEMEKT KO 19

EDITORIAL

It Is on a sad note that I start this Issue of the Supplejwcnt by having to

report the sad and untinely death of Bill (Killian) Hart. Bill who was one

of our dealer menbers died suddenly on Hovenber 8th 1992 after a brief

illness. Bill was a well respected collector, dealer and international

Judge; as well as being a personal friend for sone 16 years. To his wife 

and sons we send our sincerest best wishes.

This issue sees part 2. of the Ascension K.G.V1 article, a ST. Helena Wil

censored cover, infornatlon fron the St. Helena Postmaster, Ascension First

Issue, Ascension Badge Issue, A Book Review, St. Helena War Tax Issues, St.

Helena nls-sent Mail, The John Attwood Ascension Postal History at auction

plus the usual For The Recored. All in all a varied and I hope,

interesting issue.

Kith best wishes for 1993 BHRKARD MABBETT.

34 VEROKICA GREEK,

GORLESTO1,

IORFOLK. KR31 8LE. TEL (0493) 656147
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ASCENSION GEORGE VI DEFINITIVES 

by BERNARD HUGHES

This is the second part of the review started In Supplement No 18 - the third
part will follow In No 20, and will cover flaws and marginal markings. This
Instalment deals with the shades to be found, and Is based on examples from
each printing which have been Identified by perforation, paper, fluorescence etc
(Part One) and/or by their flaws etc (Part Three).

SHADES ; Much has been written about these! It Is not an easy topic. It Is
hard to distinguish shades, and to describe them. The various authorities
differ. It Is worth recounting the difficulties:

a. Shades are not always constant through a printing, especially a large one -
e.g. see Lockyer (GSM July 1991 P57) on Falkland Dependencies 1946 set (another
recess printing from De La Rue) where there Is only one printing but several
stamps show distinct shades. Wartime paper shortages and printing problems
meant exact shade matching was not a priority. For Ascension, within both the
1938 and 1944 printings In particular, variations appear.

b. Shades have changed depending on the way the stamps have been treated over
the last 40-50 years, and many stamps are no longer fresh.

c. The extent of plate wiping (very variable on some printings, especially the
1949 ones) affects colour brightness, as well as paper tone.

d. The thickness of the paper can affect colour Intensity, and this affects some
stamps, e.g. 1944 ted which can be found on very thin paper.

e. It Is very hard to describe slight shade variants in a way that Is easy to
Interpret. Anyone who thinks It Is easy should try! For example, most
authorities describe the 1944 4d shade as blue and 1945/51 4d printings as
ultramarine, which suggests a big change, but It is very slight. The difference
between the 1944 and 1945 10/-, large enough to make the B & W Commonwealth
catalogue, Is sometimes not mentioned at all, or if It is, the difference sounds
slight (e.g between 'paler purple' and 'pale bright purple', and 'bright paler
purple' and 'pale bright purple'.) It Is all very confusing.

f. Fortunately, there Is some measure of agreement on shades, but this Is not
true for all values, e.g. ted and Ited. The Ited is particularly odd, some writers
describe 1946 as well as June 1949 and 1953 as Tose-carmlne', but 1946 stamps
are not remotely like later ones, which followed a deliberate colour change.
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TABLE: This table lists the frame colour/shade, along with fluorescence
(except on P13% stamps where 1 doubt this is of help), whilst the "Other" column
details other features of particular printings - where "Var" is shown, part of
the printing only has this variant. Under "Shade" only frame colours are
described (following Fryer and Attwood) as variations in the black colour, where
found, do not seem to follow a constant pattern.

Value Date 1Perf Shade Paper Fluorescence Other
lid 1938 13% Reddish violet/ Off-white —

Violet
1944 13 Violet (shades) Off-white White Var:Thln paper
1949 13 Bright pale violet Of f-whlte Violet
1953 13 Deep violet White Purple

Id 1938 13% Green Off-white — Green Mountain
1940 13% Yellow-orange Wh 1 ter -
1942 13 Ye)low-orange Opaque Bright white Var:Thlck top

perf tooth
1944 13 Yellow-orange Off-white White
1946 13 Yellow-orange Off-white Violet

Feb 49 14 Bright yell-orge Toned Violet
Jun 49 13 Green Off white Violet Thick top tooth

1953 13 Bright green White Purple Extra perf hole
1955 13 Green Off-white Deep violet Extra perf hole

l%d 1938 13% Scarlet Off-white — Var: Inv perf
1944 13 Bright scarlet Off-white White
1946 13 Dull scarlet Of f-wh1te Violet

Feb 49 14 Dul1 vermi1 ion/ Off white/ White/
Brownish vermilion . Toned Violet

Jun 49 14 Rose carmine/ Of f-wh1te/ White/
Dull rose carmine Toned Violet

1953 13 Bright rose carmine White Purple
1954 13 Rose Off-white Deep violet

2d 1938 13% Red-orange (shades) Off-white —
1944 13 Bright red-orange Off-white Whi te
1946 13 Red-orange Of f-wh1te Violet

Feb 49 14 Red-orange Toned Violet
Jun 49 14 Deep scarlet/ Off-white/ Whlte/

Deep dul1 scarlet Toned Violet
3d 1938 13% U1tramar ine Off-white — Var: Inv perf

1940 13% Dark grey Whlter —
1944 13 Dark grey Off-white White
1946 13 Blackish grey Off-white Violet
1950 13 Grey White Purple

4d 1940 13% Violet blue Whlter —
1944 13 Blue Of f-whi te White
1946 13 U1tramarIne Off-white Violet
1950 13 Ultramarine White Purple
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Value Date Perf Shade Paper Fluorescence Other
6d 1938 13% Pale blue Off-white —

1944 13 Pale blue Of f-whi te White
1946 13 Pale blue Off-white Violet

1/- 1938 13% Sepia Of f-whlte —
1944 13 Sepia-brown Off-white White
1945 13 Brownish sepia Off-white White
1946 13 Brownish sepia Of f-whi te Violet
1954 13 Brown Of f-whlte Deep violet

2/6 1938 13% Carmine Of f-whi te -
1944 13 Carmine Off-white White
1945 13 Bright carmine Of f-whlte White

5/- 1938 13% Light brown Off-white —
1944 13 Brown Off-white White
1945 13 Deeper brown Of f-whlte White Inverted perf

10/- 1938 13% Bt Purple (aniline) Of f-whi te -
1944 13 Bt Purple (aniline) Of f-whlte White Fiery ink fluor
1945 13 Paler bt purple Off-white White Muted ink fluor

%d: 1938 is P13%, and generally much redder violet than P13 stamps, though
1938 shades vary. Lockyer associates the (early) sheets without the long Bar
to E' flaw at R2/3 with the less red shade. Gibbons make all P13 stamps bluish
violet In comparison with P13% stamps. 1944 (P13) varies somewhat in shade,
1949 is variously described as pale violet or brighter violet In comparison. I
think paler, brighter violet for 1949 Is about right. 1953 is on white, slightly
glazed paper, but is closer to the 1944 group of shades than to the 1949 shade.

Id yellow: 1940 is P13%, 1942 (P13) is on a very distinctive thin opaque paper
with a prominent watermark, 1949 is P14. Personally I cannot distinguish 1944
and 1946 other than by fluorescence/Mountaineer flaw - the opinion of other
writers makes 1946 brighter (paler?) and more like 1949, but the difference
seems Inconsistent, and very slight. 1949 is much brighter.

Id green: The three printings are easy to tell apart - 1949 (much the
commonest) has a very large perf tooth at the top, 1953 has an extra perf hole
and is on white paper, 1955 has the extra perf hole and is on less white paper.
Shade differences are slight, 1953 being a bit deeper/brlghter than the others.
It is hard to find 1953 or 1955 used, St. Helena use being found more often
than Ascension use in my experience (this issue was valid on St. Helena).
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l*4d scarlet: Gibbons says vermilion, but everyone else says scarlet. 1938 Is
scarlet, 1944 a little brighter, 1946 a little duller (NOT rose-carmine as some
have suggested). 1949 Is a dlstlct duller shade In Its own right, as well as
being P14. There is a striking range of shades within this printing, apparently
caused by plate wiping, which sometimes leaves the paper very grey. This can
be well Illustrated by extreme examples, but many stamps are Intermediate.

llid carmine: 1949 (P14) has two listed shades from distinct parts of the
printing, carmine (associated with relatively white paper) and the scarcer
(duller) rose carmine, associated with toned paper. Whilst Gibbons would not at
first list this on the grounds that intermediate shades exist, the true shade is
distinctive, though dealers often make mistakes. 1953 is P13 and on white
paper, 1954 P13 on less white paper. Their shades are also distinctive, and
arguably more noticeable than the two 1949 printings. 1953 is a particularly
bright shade (partly because of the paper), 1954 is duller and Is rose rather
than rose carmine, ns Stamp Collecting said on Issue. The vignette is less
black In 1954. In writing this, I realise I am going against most recent
writers who make the brighter colour 1954 not 1953, but It does agree
contemporary comment. I think the oft-repeated comment that the Jibstay flaw
occurs only on the 1954 printing could be part of the problem - In fact it
appears on both 1953 and 1954, and Is more often found on the bright shade
because that printing was larger. Remember the 1953 IMd was Issued along with
the Hd, found on white paper, and the 1954 l!6d with the 1Z-, which is not. It
would thus be odd were the 1953 llid paper off white, and the 1954 Ik'd white.

2d orange: 1930 (P13M) offers a wide range of shades, the black vignette can be
found very dark or very pale. The frame on 1944 (P13) Is a bit brighter than
1938 (P1314) or 1946 (P13). 1949 Is both P14 and on paper that Is toned to a
greater or lesser extent. Everyone seems to agree on the 2d shades!

3d grey: I do not agree with any descriptions on this value! Some writers
describe some frames as black, but there is always a difference in colour
between frame and vignette. 1940 Is easy to tell (P13MD and in my opinion is
dark grey, not grey, and very similar to 1944, though 1944 shades do vary in
Intensity. 1946 is quite different, being a distinct blackish grey shade. This
shade, in my collection, Is linked to violet fluorescence, and I have a block In
this shade with the retouch at R10/4, whilst white fluorescence is linked with
dark grey stamps, R10/4 showing no retouch. 1950 is on white paper, and both
frame and vignette are much paler, Commonwealth Catalogue lists the 1950 shade. 
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4d: The consensus here Is that 1940 CP1314) Is violet-blue, 1944 (P13) blue, and
1945 (P13) and 1951 (P13 white paper) ultramarine, and 1 would go along with
this, with the caveat that these differences are very slight: It Is not easy to
distinguish this value by shade alone. Attempts to distinguish 1945 and 1951
by the Intensity of the black vignette seem optimistic to me, there is no
agreement as to which Is the darker printing (personally I think the black is
too variable), and It is much easier to rely on the distinctive white paper.

6d: Not at all easy to distinguish by shade. 1938 (P13!6) is the palest (frame
and vignette) but this can vary. 1944 and 1946 (both P13) are very much alike
(Stamp Collecting described them as identical, the only time they used this
word) though some writers distinguish between "pale blue" and "pale slate blue".

1/-: This is the really difficult value! 1938 is Pl 3)4, and 1954 fluoresces a
deeper violet (the same paper as the 1954 l!6d of course) than the other P13
printings. The other three are very hard to distinguish. All writers describe
1938 and 1944 as black and sepia, GSM gives this for 1945 and 1946 as well. SC
and Potter give both 1945 and 1946 as deeper black and deeper sepia, later
writers all say brownish sepia. The only mentions for 1954 are in GSM (deeper
black and olive) SC (slightly warmer shade of sepia brown) and Renton (deep
black and sepia). Without any flaws to help, the only certainties I have are
blocks ex Gibbons 1946 and 1954 - which fluoresce violet and deep violet as
expected - and some examples with the "dot" guide mark above R5/3, which cannot
be 1944. Under fluorescence, I am reasonably confident at identifying 1946 and
1954 stamps, those for 1954 seem to me to be a warmer shade, brown rather than
sepia. 1946 is closer to the 1954 shade than 1938, so brownish sepia seems
right. Most of my stamps fluoresce white, and must be 1944 or 1945, but none
were at all close to the 1938 shade, as would be expected per previous writers.
I could divide them between those like the 1946 shade (one with dot over R5/3,
so this must be 1945), and those with a hint more sepia, say sepia-brown. So I
can largely agree with previous writers, but I am not wholly confident on the
1/-, as 1944, 1945 and 1946 are very similar shades. More research is needed,
especially on flaws or marginal markings - ones that develop in later printings.

2/6: After the 1/-, an easy one! Everyone agrees 1938 (P13)6) and 1944 (P13)
are carmine, 1945 (P13) bright carmine. This is a good shade.
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5/-: Some writers describe 1938 (P13%> and 1944 (P13) as the same, others make
1938 lighter. All agree (as do 1) that 1945 (P13) is deeper, and most say the
vignette is greyish black rather than black, though I cannot see this. The
easiest way to distinguish 1945 from 1944 is that the perf frame was Inverted
in 1945, so that all 1945 sheets have the top margin imperf and the bottom
margin
as the

10/-:
easily
stamp

large

1938
',7 OMZM 4444 44'’ £4 fibres]

(P13H) is brighter than the 1944 and

not vice versa as normal. This can be
'overlap' perf hole Is at the foot, not

•: ASCKJ

spotted on Individual stamps
the top, of each 1945 stamp.

1945 (P13) stamps, which are
distinguished as 1944 gives an aniline reaction seen on the back of the
(as does 1938), but 1944 does not. All three inks are fluorescent, but

1946 much less so than 1938 and 1944 - the fiery colour is lacking. I have
several 1944 blocks - all show different degrees of bright purple, most being
bright, but some pale. All my 1946 blocks are pale bright purple.

COLOUR CHANGES: These were needed to comply with the UPU model colours,
which required the foreign printed matter basic rate stamp to be green, foreign
postcard rate stamp to be red and foreign letter basic rate stamp to be blue.
For Ascension, these are rates outside the Empire, of course - lower rates
applied within the Emplre/Commonwealth. St. Helena, and thus Ascension, adhered
to these colours from 1922 (single colour view stamps) onwards. The George VI
St. Helena stamps show the same colour changes as Ascension.

Rate set Printed Postcard Letter Postal Notice In St H & A
Matter Rate Rate Supplement
Green Red Blue

1926 Id Hid 3d No 10 P25
1939 Hid Hid 4d No 11 P32-33
1948 Id 2d 4d -

It can be seen that the changes were all to bring colours into line with UPU -
4d In 1940, Id and 2d 1949 - or to stop the use of a UPU colour for the wrong
value - Id and 3d In 1940, Hid In 1949, though making the Did carmine, similar
to the 2/6 carmine (same design) and still quite red, was odd. Obviously no
green stamp was in use when the printed matter/postcard rate were the same.
The postcard rate went up to 21id in 1951, but no stamps were changed as a
result. On QE2 Issues, the UPU colours were ignored.
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UPDATE TO PART ONE - FIRST DAY COVERS: On Page 10 of
Supplement No 18, I said That the only FDC's I have seen were for the original
Issue In 1938. I have now seen one FDC for the 3d change of colour on 8 July
1940, so I presume the Id and 4d can similarly be found. The postmark is very
weak, but it is the right date. The rate for a letter to the United States was
then 4d, hence the "T" mark applied on Ascension. The other marks are added In
the US, 4c being the equivalent of 2d, double the Id deficiency. .

D. H. Reichgut.,
5 Wessex Road,
Silver Spring, Md.,

U. S. A.

In addition, I have been shown the U6d rose-carmine clearly postmarked 1 JU 49.
This postmark appears several times on the block, and there Is no mistaking the
date. Presumably FDC's must be around, though I have yet to see one. No-one
has commented on the earliest dates of use of the P13 stamps!
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KT. HELEIA VV 11 - THE VV CODE

BY JEREMY MARTII

At a recent aeeting of The Forces Postal History Society George Crabb

displayed a 1942 censored cover.

The cover addressed to the U.K. from V.A. Thorpe A Sons, was franked with Id.,

Id. and lid. KGV1 values and dated July 4th 1942. The cover had been censored

and re- sealed with the Type 5G label. The front and reverse of the cover both

have the WW 1 type Arny censor cachet Type CM 7 in black, nuaber 2496 which

is recorded used in the island between 1940 and 1942. Alongside the censor

■ark are the Initials *VV" In violet sans serif capitals, 11 x 8 ■■• V.V. was

the censor code allocated to St. Helena and in this instance it appears to have

been used with the Type CM 7 cachet.
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Reverse of 1942

censored cover

with Type CM 7

cachet and VV

censor code.
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IMQRKAT1QI FROM THE ST.JELEIA _POSTMASIER

BY B. MABBBTT

I have recently received a letter from Mr. F.P. Constantine, Assistant

Postmaster (Philatelic) on St. Helena regarding two queries I had sent to him.

The first was a white label that J illustrated in Supplement Mo 13., Page 29.

I quote from his letter " with reference to the “white label" refered to in

paragraph one, this was made up locally to be used on parcels sent from St.

Helena. Its and ordinal y adhesive economy label which has'been perforated at

our Printing Office in St. Helena and stamped ST. HBLEIA and a number so that

a parcel can be easily traced if lost in transit."

The second query concerned the new small ’PAQUEBOT' mark illustrated in

Suplement Mo IB., page 27. Once again I quote from Mr. Constantine's

letter..."The Paquebot stamp itself was also made at our Printing Office. In

answer to your question regarding the small and large Paquebots, the large

one which was a rubber stamp which was superseded by a smaller one purely

because it deteriorated and got damaged therefore the smaller one was made for

replacement and currently in use now." 

“The RMS is a Sub Office therefore we do have a circular date stamp marked

RMS St. Helena as for all other eight sub-offices. Vhen mail is received from 
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a sub-of flee the procedure is to postmark it with the appropriate CDS. In

answer to your postcard question, it was posted on the RMS bearing a St.

Helena stamp which was franked with the RMS C.D.S. If however it would have

had an Ascension Island Stamp, the Paquebot mark would have gone across the

stamp and the RMS C.D.S. along side the stamp."

Mo doubt the same system is operated at Ascension Island as I have a number 

of covers that were posted on board the RMS with St. Helena stamps applied.

The stamps are struck with the Ascension Paquebot mark, while the Georgetown

from the stamps.C.D.S. is struck on the cover away

CHELTtfrM'i__ -

Heartshaped Waterfall and the Briars Pavilion. CcoPV'iohi 1979 bV C»«"*

Illustrations of Paquebot marks used correctly at both St. Helena and Ascension

Island. This new information helps to determine where the Paquebot mark was

put on the cover.
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FOR THE RECORD

BY B. MABBETT

Several new iteas of Hail that I have received for my Queen Elizabeth 11

collection may be of interest to other members; they Include the new type of

registration label which cane into use late 1989 or early 1990. The earliest

copy I have is dated April 21st 1990. Other items are an Inter-Island

registered cover from Ascension to St. Helena froa the Police Office with a

boxed Police Office handstamp, a new Departaent of Agriculture A Forestry oval

handstamp, much smaller that the old one, a new oval handstaap for the Public

Works A Services Dept, another Department of Finance oval bandstaap slallar to

that illustrated in Supplement Io IB., but with Incoae Tax below the date in

the centre, a Personnel Department oval handstaap and finally a Social

Services oval handstaap. All these items are illustrated over the next few

pages. An interesting point Irj that many St. Helena Government Departments

have now gone green and are using recycled paper for official envelopes. This

appears to have started around December 1988 as I have coters from that date.

Registered cover showing new type of registration label.
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Department of Agriculture & Forestry handstamp and Ascension Police Office

handstamp.
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Public Works & Services Department handstamp and Department of Finance
handstamp.
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Personnel Department handstamp and Social Services Office handstanp.
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ASCENSION 1fit_JSS0E

By L.R. Coasby

Ny piece in Suplement No. 17 - <f) needs to be amended as follows.—

<F) If In fact the 19mm overprint on stamps at <c) orc on_.ucript_jfa.ter«ark

paper, they canot be forgeries.

Since writing this piece I have studied the two Study Papers by Philip Beale

on numbers printed. From them one would think there should only be a small

difference in price, but when one Gets it against numbers actually sold the

reason for the difference Is evident. Proa the figures given, the position at

23/11/1923 is as follows:-

IVJLBEBS rklllBP Ul’EGMEI SOLD HI STOCK

Nd. 59,580 413 50,825 8,342

Id. 59,280 413 29,661 29,206

INd. 59,820 413 15,524 43,953

2d. 58,200 413 22,124 35,663 x

3d. 59,640 413 13,468 45,759

8d. 60,060 413 9,043 50,604

1/- 60,240 413 10,121 49,706

2/- 58,860 413 5,121 53,326

3/- 60,900 413 4,692 55,795

x 2d. line through P, numbers sold 369/370 specimen 6/7.

As they were not replaced by the Badge issue until 20/8/1924, some nore must

have been sold. From Philip Beale's narrative, the issue was over ordered,

particularly in the higher values. As there must have been a considerable

number unsold when the Badge issue was placed on sale. What happened to

them? If we assume they were destroyed, how many? Numbers must have been

recorded at the time, are they still available?
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ASCEISIOI

BAE££_ISSUE___ ffiM3.ER^SEIIJU]JffiEJX)L0II
By L. R. Coasby

Paper Mo. 2 by Philip Beale gives very important information on numbers

issued for various Ascension issues to 1970. The nuabers shown for the

Badge issue enable us to calculate the maximum numbers that can exist for

the major varieties (i.e. Cleft Rock,Torn Flag and Broken Mainmast). The

Id. (SG lid) and 5d. <SG 15d) were issued after the Torn Flag had been

repaired so this variety does not occur on these stamps, but of course it

is replaced by the variety Torn Flag repaired. Two values had three

printings ltd. <1924,1927 and 1932) 2d. (1924,1927 and 1930), two values had

two printings Id. <1924 and 1932) 5d. <1927 and 1930). The 1932 Id. is SG

lid, and the ltd. printed in 1932 has a dull brown vignette, but has not yet

received catalogue status. Do we know the nunbers destroyed when the issue

was withdrawn? lumbers as follows:-

HU JUBERS BROKEI CLEFT TORI TORI FLAG

ISSUED SPECIMEN If AI ME AST ROCK PhAQ REPAIRED
ltd. 153,300 409 2,555 2,555 1,019 1,536
Id. 61,980 409 1,033 1,033 1,033 -

Id. SG lid.

60,420 - 1,007 1,007 - 1,007

lltd. 60,600 409 1,010 1,010 1,010 -

2d. 145,860 409 2,431 2,431 922 1,509

3d. 60,900 409 1,015 1,015 1,015 -

4d. 59,820 409 997 997 997 -

5d. 80,580 409 1,343 1,343 - 1,343

6d. 60,360 409 1,006 1,006 1,006 -

8d. 59,220 409 987 987 987 -
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■UMBERS BR0KEI CLEFT TORI TOBI FLAG

ISSUED SEECIMEI MAIMMASI ROCK ELAG REPAIRED
1/- 60,240 409 1,004 1,004 1,004 -

2/- 60,000 409 1,000 1,000 1,000 -

3/- 61,620 409 1,027 1,027 1,027 —

I'M. Broken Scroll 1,010

Position on sheet - Broken Scroll <401, Broken last (13), Torn Flag (42)
and Cleft Kock (49).

BOOK REVIEW

KXPLORIIG ST. IIELEIA: A WALKERS GUIDE

For anyone with an Interest In St. Helena wether It be philatelic or
historical this book is a oust. Its pages contain details of 25 wain

walks, and several saaller walks and places on interest. The book is

profusely 1lustrated with aaps, drawings and lithographs which with the

superb text brings the Island and its geography to life. In the centre are

fl pages of superb colour photographs which help to give the reader an

Insight into the terrain of the island. All in all a throughly enjoyable

book which has only hardened ny relolve to one day visit this lonely Island

and its people. The book is available fron Anthony Melson Ltd. PO Box 9,

Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 1BY, England. Price £9.
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SL-JIELEIA.

¥AR_TAX_ISSItS

By L.R. COASBY

Many years ago I purchased, an album page of the above stanps on which the

previous owner stated there were five printings, two for the first type and

three for the second. Edward Hibbert in his book confirmed this. For the

first issue the dates given on the sheet are 1st September. 1916 and

January. 1918, Mr. Hibbert gives the date of invoicing as 4th August. 1916-

103,380 stamps and 4th lovember. 1916 - 51,480. If we accept the date of

the invoices were correct, the alleged date of issue of the 2nd printing is

open to question. The stamps were overprinted on SG 73a. black and scarlet

but on thin paper.

The second type on SG 73. is black and carmine- red was issued in 1919.

Mr. Hibert gives the dates they were Invioced as follows:- 29th March. 1919

- 60,540, 13th August. 1919 - 60,300 and 15th December. 1919 61,140 and

states there are three shades. Gibbons also states there are shades. My

three confirm this; the difference between the first and second is sm>H>

the second being a little lighter, with the third printing the difference

is outstanding being considerably brighter.

Can any member add any more Information particularly (1) the regulations as
to their use, (2) when were the regulations repealed, (3) why change <4)

were any destroyed, if so how many.

I can answer some of Roy's questions for him. Under Post Office Ordinance
dated 1st September 1916 a War Tax of Id. was levied on every letter sent

from St. Helena. A postage rate of 2d. in respect of every ounce or part

thereof also came into use from 1st September 1916. Therefore a letter
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weighing up to loz would be franked 3d. , 2d. postage and Id. War Tax and a 

double rate letter 5d., 4d. postage and Id. War Tax.

On 25th January 1922 the postage to Foreign Countries was set nt: Letters

3d. for the first ounce, and 1IM. for each successive ounce or part

thereof. Post Cards <Single)~lMd. and Printed Matter Id. per two ounces-

additional ltd. for every successive two ounces or part thereof.

These alterations beeone necessary owing to the increase on the

International rates of postage wide by the Postal Union. Therefor n letter

to a Foreign Country after January 1922 would be franked 4d. , 3d. postage

and Id. War Tax.

A Post Office Ordinance mnde in Council on 27th larch 1922 repealed the

Ordinance dated 1st September 1916 which levied the War Tax and set new

rates of postage for letters to any part of the British Empire as 2d. for

the first ounce and for each additional ounce or part thereof Ihd.

The Post Office lotices Mentioned were illustrated in Supplement Io 8.

July. 1967 pages 28 to 31.

I can't help Roy on number four (were any destroyed, if bo how many) maybe

another member can help with that one.

EDITOR
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BY C. R. RIDIIG

Vhere is St. Helena? All readers of this Suppleaent will (it is hoped!)

know the answer but vast numbers do not. Even at stamp society Meetings In

Britain fellow-members have said to me 'Isn't it in the Vest Indies?' or

In the Mediterranean near Italy - where lapoleon was held prisoner, isn't
it?' .

In the mid-seventies I had the pleasure of living on the island for two

years, working as the Civil Engineer in charge of the Public Works

Department. One day I asked the Postmaster, who I knew received much mail

from overseas: ' What happens to the envelopes from the overseas mail that

you receive?' . To which he replied that they were thrown away. Being

' thrown away' in those days meant bing collected with the rest of the

island's rubbish and then tipped into the sea from Vest Rocks, which is at

the oposite end of the wharf from the portion that can be seen on the 1903

and 1912 Wharf issues. Even now, nearly two decades later, I still shudder

to think of the philatelic treasures that must have descended into that

watery grave over the years to be for ever irretrievable!

From that day on the postmaster colected all the envelopes and passed them

on to me. The stamps themselves, being modern ones, were generally not of

great interest to me. But as an amateur postal historian I was intrigued

by the various markings on the envelopes. Soon I began to notice that

there was quite a respectable number of mls-Rents and odd postmarks, which

had clearly been applied because someone along the route had not known

where St. Helena was, and couldn't be bothered to find out. As well as

being on post office nail I sometimes found similar markings on other
incoming mail, including my own. By the tiw? I left the Island I 113(1

enough of such markings to form a goodly collection which I have shown at

societies on various occasions.
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In October I displayed sone of it to a meeting of the Postal History

Society at Tiverton, Somerset, and afterwards I was asked by one of your

members, Jeremy Martin, if I would be willing to write an article around

the markings for this Supplement. Not long in answering in the affirmative

I received a letter from your Bulletin Editor - hence this article. It

will need to be spread over several issues because there are quite a lot of

covers to be illustrated, though I shall show only the more interesting

ones. For many of these mls-sents there is no rhyme or reason for them go

they cannot be studied in depth but they are, at least for me, a

fascinating byline. I have grouped them into geographical areas in the

main but I start this time with n group of covers that have gone to places

that they should not have gone to because of similarity of name.

Illustration <1) From Hong Kong.
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Before working in St. Helena I was in Hong Kong for three years. While

there I joined the Hong Kong Philatelic Society and on leaving I transfered

to life membership so the society's monthly newsletters used to be sent to

■e In St. Helena. My first illustration is of a wrapper from Hong Kong

that was correctly addressed to me but en route it went via 'St. Helena.

Calif. (USA). Illustration Mo. 2 is of a cover fro* the States and It too

went via California's St. Helena but in adition it travelled to 'Helena.

GA' (Georgia, USA).

That this situation is not a new one is evident froa the next two

Illustrations. One is of a 1937 cover fro. Manchester to the 'Postaaster

General, General Post Office, St. Helena' which was sent to St. Helens in

Lancashire receiving there a manuscript endorsement reading 'Opened in 

C. T. Greene
P. O. Box 490

* Loganville, Ga. 30249
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error by Head Postmaster St. Helens, Lancashire, (signature), 27.4.37' -

not an altogether suprising error because Manchester and St. Helens are so

near each other. And, even further back, in 1926 the Tines Book Club

slipped up because a 'Book-packet' that should have been addresed to

Grosvenor Road, St. Helens, Lancashire was inadvertently similarly

addressed but to St. Helena. My illustration shows the printed enquiry

letter from the Assistant Controller of the Post Office of Great Britain,

London, to the Postmaster, St. Helena - one wonders If the book ever did

reach its rigbful owner.

Illustration <3) Cover to St. Helens.

The similarity between St. Heller in Jersey, Channel Islands, and St.

Helena can also lead to confusion. A fairly recent cover, 1982, from

Maidenhead, Berkshire, again went to St. Helens, Lancashire per the machine

cancellation on the reverse and someone there (presumably) wrote on the

front ‘Try Jersey C. I.'; however that was crossed out and there is no

evidence that the cover did in fact go to St. Heller.
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POST OFFICE OF GREAT BRITAIN.

LONDON,

.192 Io

QtlcI ■

and Address

Despatched from the Post Office at

Description of I
Postal Packet I
Address S. Q-

4-2, U.

Date of) / y . J •
posting |
Place of |'(u, S.C.... »...j
poating

Contents.. —--------
.fl j”

L.P.S. I.S. 24 (O.E. G),

the Post Office at

(tlrtd M18/24.)
(Z80O8) Wt 2.1584*/57.) 8,000 3/28 n A Sr Q> Itf

Illustration (4) Enquiry form.
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Illustration (5) Try Jersey C.I. cover.

Another one though from Canada deflnately did go to St. Heller as is

evidenced by the 'Jersey / Channel Islands* machine backstawp on the next

Illustration. (Cover illustrated overleaf)

Next time I shall show sone covers that went to the Vest Indies so proving

that the fellow-members of philatelic societies referred to in my opening

paragraph are by no means unique.
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Illustration (6) Cover from Canada.

Trevor Hearl has sent me some interesting bits on information concerning
travel to St. Helena. An American Company has been advertising an Around

Africa Cruise departing on Jan 9th 1993 for 35 days and caling at St.

Helena along with many other places for $6740. Also the Curnow Shipping CD

are advertising holidays to St. Helena for those who don't like package

holidays. Details listed overleaf.

. TSiand
Also Trevor mentions a 26-ninute video showing all aspects of the
today, produced by Charles Frater, and sold by Silverglade Associates,
Canalot, 222 Kensal Road, London V10 5BI. Price Z20 (inc. VAT A postage)

Trevor states “It really is St. Helena at its best".
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PROM THE AUCTIOIS

On the 26th Movember 1992 the Jahn Attwood award winning collection of

Ascension Postal History was sold by Phillips. The collection consisted of

04 lots, of which only 23 remained unsold. As this was a very important

colection I have tried to list as many items as possible together with

photographs; a] though I have had to shorten the descriptions slightly.

ESTIMATED II BRACKETS
Lot 180 1817 (Mar. 7) cross written E.L. fron laval Chaplain aboard H.X-S-

Inconstant to Winchester. Earliest recorded letter fron Ascension.

(4800/1,000) Realised 41,550
Lot 189 1830 (May 24) E.L. fron Lt. Sausmrez R.I. H.M.S. Ariadne at

Ascenson to Guernsey, rated 1/8 with red "Portswuth/Ship Letter'.

(4800/1,00) Realised 41,200
Lot 190 1833 (Aug. 15) repaired E.L. fron Rowland Edwards, H.X.S. Isis at

Ascension to London rated 1/3 and backstamed "India Letter/Ply^uth'.

(4800/1,00) Realised 4800
Lot 193 1847 (Dec. 31) OHMS E.L. fron Mr. Walling, H.M.S. Tortoise to
London. Earliest recorded official nail fron Ascension.

(4700/900) Realised 4850
Lot 198 1864 (Apr. 1) envelope with contents fron Mid Long, H.M.S. Archer

to Sussex rated "6" and "Cape Packet Devonport' c.d.s.

(41,000/1,200) Realised 1,450
Lot 203 1868 Id. privilege envelope endorsed "Fron Douglas White Seanan

HMS/Rattlesnake* Ascension" and countersigned by his Connanding Officer’
bearing G.B. Id. plate 73 FH. Tied on arrival by "Devonport H.X.S./250

duplex. (4700/900) Realised 700
Lot 204 1872 (Aug. 1) envelope with letter addressed to London bearin8

vertical pair of G.B. 6d. plate 9 AB/BB tied by London "43" cancellations-

(4800/900) Realised 4800
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Lot 205 1873 (lov. 23) privilege envelope to Westmorland endorsed "From

B.M. Reade Matron RI Hospital Ascension", countersigned by staff surgeon In

charge, bearing G. B. 1864 79 Id. plate 160 LJ cancelled on arrival, also

Ascension c.d.s. 1X600/800) Realised £650

Lot 206 1875 (Oct. 15) similar envelope from same correspondence bearing

Id. plate 1398 MK tied by "Plymouth HMS/620 duplex over Ascension c.d.G.

(£800/900) Realised £820

Lot 208 1875 (Dec. 15) stamples envelope to London endorsed in red

manuscript "Io stamps at Ascension/Asel Postmaster", charge mark of “I/-".

(£500/600) Realised £850

Lot 210 1877 (Oct. 11) mouring envelope to London bearing G.B. 1873-80 6d.

plate 15 RL tied by Plymouth "620", additional "Cape-Packet Plymouth" and

•Ascension" c.d.s.*s, also redirection postage due "Id." handstamp.

(£1,000/1,200) Realised £1,000

Lot 211 1878 (Jan. 31) envelope “On Her Majesty's Service" crossed through

to Portsea bearing 1873 80 (>d. plate 15 GA tied on arrival by "B16", also

Ascension c.d.s. (£300/350) Realised £650

Lot 212 1883 (lov) privilege envelope to Devonport endorsed “From John

Clarke Boiler Maker Island of Ascension", countersigned by the Officer in

Charge, bearing 1881 Id. lilac tied on arrival by "Plymouth to Bristol

T.P.O.", "Ascension" and "Devonport" c.d.s. *s on reverse.

(£700/900) Real iced £700

Lot 215 1898 (Aug. 18) Sailors Id. privilege envelope to Plymouth endorsed

"From C.J. Johnson, Writer. I of Ascension" and countersigned by his

Commanding Officer, bearing G.B. Id. lilac tied by Ascension c.d.s. with

Plymouth Ship Letter c.d.s. on reverse.

(£400/600) Realised £400
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Lot 223 1914 (Dec. 8) envelope bearing G. B. K.G.V. Id. tied by ■Ascension"

c.d.s. addressed to St. Helena, with part St. Helena arrival c.d.s.

(£130/150) Realised £130

Lot 241 1915 (July. 5) a letter bearing G.B. Id. tied by "Ascension" c.d.s.

opend out for display bearing •CEISORED" and "SUPERIITEIDAIT EASTER!
TELEGRAPH COMPAIY" oval cachet.

(£200/250) Realised £230

Lot 243 1916(Feb.) envelope to London bearing G.B. K.G.V. Id. tied by

"Ascension" c.d.s. alongside is a strike of the rare "PASSCEISOR" cachet

and censors Initials. Only two examples recorded.

(£250/300) Realised £360

Lot 244 (Dec. 18) envelope to Portsmouth bearing G.B. K.G.V. Id. tied by

"Ascension" c.d.s. together with a strike of the "PASSED CEISOR/ASCEJSIOF

cachet, censors initials in red.

(£150/200) Realised 160
Lot 247 1919 (Feb. 11) unstamped "On r. x c+. e On Active Service" envelope to St-
Helena, with "Ascension" c.d.s and n ,5‘ and St. Helena" arrival c.d.s., rare
inter-island privilege item. (£300/400) Realised £360

Lot 256 K.G.V1 envelope to London be„m8 1038-53 3d. tied b, boxed -M®®

01 STEAMER" Ascension end Slexrn Leone -Wl. b„I,5to^.

(£150/200) Realised £150
Lot 257 A K.G.V1 envelope to Bournemouth bearing 1936-53 Id. (3) tied by

"POST OFFICE MARITIME MAIL" duplex . ana,ruupiex and boxed "Crom/PASSED/H.. censor
cachet‘ <£100/120) Realised £130

Lot 266 POSTCARDS 1903 (lOv. 23) "Ascension" c.d.s. cancelling G.B. I092

Id. V.P.U. p.c. addressed to Glasgow, reverse bears a photograph captioned

■Ascension from the Sea" (£200/300) Realised £200
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